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PAY CLOSE ATTENTION TO THE TRUTH

Hebrews 2:1-4

INTRODUCTION:  As of Friday, it is now against the law to drive a car and use a cell phone for sending text messages or checking emails. With plenty of evidence to support their case, lawmakers decided that drivers should pay more attention to what they are doing.  Failure to do so has resulted in many fatalities and serious injuries that should never have happened but due to distracted drivers did.

     Whether we have been guilty of simply daydreaming…or have been so captivated by something other than what should have held our attention…we all know how easy it is to pay less attention than we should to things that matter.

     On this first Sunday of the new year, why not take a brief inventory of what should hold our attention more than it does?  What distracts you from your job?  What diverts attention away from your family?  What steals your focus from a life wholly devoted to Jesus Christ?

THESIS: We must pay much closer attention to what we have heard and know of Jesus Christ so that our lives demonstrate that He is Lord of everything about us.

I.  PAY ATTENTION TO WHAT YOU HAVE HEARD

--Although you may be among many who do not take seriously what you have heard about Christ, most of you here have indeed been exposed to much information about Him—even if you pay little attention to it.

A.  THE SUPERIORITY OF CHRIST

--As this epistle begins, we find an extensive review of just how amazing Jesus Christ is…how much better He is than any who have come before or could ever come after.

1.  The Ultimate Word

Heb. 1:1-2   God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways,  2 in these last days has spoken to us in His Son…
2.  The Excellent One

Heb. 1:2-3  …whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world.  3 And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high;  
Heir – 1:2



Upholder/Sustainer – 1:3

Creator – 1:2


Purifier – 1:3

Radiance – 1:3


Mediator – 1:3

Exact Representation – 1:3
3.  The Son of God Most High 

Hebrews 1:4-5   having become as much better than the angels, as He has inherited a more excellent name than they.  5 For to which of the angels did He ever say, “Thou art My Son,  Today I have begotten Thee”? And again, “I will be a Father to Him  And He shall be a Son to Me”? 
4.  The Object of Worship by Angels

Hebrews 1:6-7 And when He again brings the first-born into the world, He says, “And let all the angels of God worship Him.”  7 And of the angels He says, “Who makes His angels winds, And His ministers a flame of fire.”
5.  The Incarnate Deity

Hebrews 1:8 But of the Son He says, “Thy throne, O God, is forever and ever, And the righteous scepter is the scepter of His kingdom. 
--By the time the apostle gets to the second chapter, he has made sure that his readers have heard much of Jesus…that they have been given enough information to know that He is not One who can be ignored or dismissed indifferently.

B.  THE SERIOUSNESS OF SIN

--But for those who would be inclined to treat Jesus as if he were just another figure in history, the apostle points out the consequences of paying too little attention to Him.

--Indeed, the apostle has a heart burdened for the souls of those who would read this letter.

--Two issues of grave consequence are brought to our attention in 2:2-3.

Hebrews 2:2-3a  For if the word spoken through angels proved unalterable, and every transgression and disobedience received a just recompense [punishment, or penalty],  3 how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation? 
1.  Every transgression and disobedience will receive a just penalty.

a.  Different kinds of sin

--Two words used here:

Transgression (parabasis) – To do something wrong intentionally, knowing better but crossing the line anyway 

Disobedience (parakoe) – To close one’s ears to what God has to say and choose deliberately not to listen; a problem with hearing that has nothing to do with the ears but with the will to listen

--So, there is sin in our lives because we willfully do what we know is wrong AND because we refuse to listen and prefer to make up our own ideas of what is right and wrong.

b.  Same kind of justice

--The warning the apostle gives makes it clear that regardless of what prompts our sin, it always…always! …receives a just response from the Lord.

--The justice of God is always perfect, holy and right and the “recompense, or penalty” is always appropriate for all sinful offenses against the name of the Lord.

--The penalty for sin is always death—and we must pay attention to that reality, not make up our own in which there are other options available!

2.  We cannot escape if we neglect so great a salvation as that offered by Jesus Christ.

--In other words, the offense of our sin is so great that it must have a great salvation provided through a Savior great enough to overcome it!

--Because so many refuse to see the seriousness of their sin, they cannot understand the need for so great a salvation as Christ alone can offer.

--When Christ died in our place for our sin, He did what no one else could ever do—satisfy the divine justice of God and demonstrate the eternal love of God.

--Our sin is paid for and His love is fulfilled.

C.  THE SUFFICIENCY OF TESTIMONY

--This gospel of Jesus Christ is fully supported by a wide variety of testimonies and announcements and affirmations:

1.  The angels announced it

Hebrews 1:6, 14 --They worship Him and serve Him by going out to serve those who will “inherit salvation” in His name.

Luke 2:10-11 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of great joy which will be for all the people;  11 for today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 
2.  The Lord spoke of it

Hebrews 2:3-4 …After it was at the first spoken through the Lord, it was confirmed to us by those who heard,  4 God also testifying with them, both by signs and wonders and by various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit according to His own will.   (cf. 1:1-2)
3.  The saved shared it

--Those who benefited by His grace, being saved through faith in Jesus Christ, then spoke of it to others as witnesses to all that they had seen, heard and experienced of God’s power to save.

--Let’s face it, in our culture there is sufficient information and adequate testimony to this great salvation that none can neglect it without bringing the penalty of their own sin upon themselves!

--Do they see it and hear it from you?  Do they understand the power of Christ because of the high place He holds in your life and in your affections?

II.  PAY ATTENTION TO WHERE YOU STAND

--If they do not—and if you do not demonstrate your love for Christ and His salvation by giving Him the highest place, the preeminent place in your priorities, lifestyle and affections—could it be that we have not paid close attention to what we have heard and know to be true about Jesus Christ?

A.  DRIFTING INTO INSTABILITY

--When we stop paying sufficient attention to this great salvation, when the appeal of the world around us captures our hearts more than Christ, the apostle says that we will “drift away” from Him and eventually ignore and even neglect it altogether.

1.  Drift away

· Two similar meanings are suggested by this word:

a.  Flow out from us

--Like water through a sieve or some other container which cannot hold the water, we open holes of doubt in our belief by living as if God’s truth is one of many available options.

b.  Slip out from our moorings

--Like a boat not tied securely to the dock, we can come loose if we are not careful…not an ignorant or rebellious sailor, but a careless one!

2.  Neglect

--The gospel of Jesus Christ has not been tried and found wanting; it has simply been neglected and ignored by careless people who have allowed the truth of this great Savior to get away from them.

B.  ANCHORED WITH SECURITY

--Christ is the Anchor of our souls…as He is also the Rock of our salvation.

--When we come to Him and abide in Him, we stand with security before the Lord and with stability in a shaky world.

Heb. 6:19 This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, a hope both sure and steadfast and one which enters within the veil, 
--Our security is not in the strength of our faith or the clarity of our confession—it rests entirely upon the sufficiency of our Savior!

--He has taken our condemnation upon Himself, and sets us free to live with everlasting hope knowing that His is this “great salvation” that never fails!

Note:  Everyone here today is either adrift or anchored!  When we pay attention to what we have heard and then believe it and live by it, we will no longer be subject to the winds and waves that come from living in a stormy world.
III.  PAY ATTENTION TO HOW YOU RESPOND

--Of course, none of this matters if you choose not to respond—if you just hear and move on without paying attention to these transforming truths about Jesus Christ.

A.  PAY ATTENTION TO THIS GREAT SALVATION

--Some of you need to stop neglecting this great salvation and give your lives to Christ so that you can be rescued from the judgment that otherwise awaits you if you continue apart from Christ.

B.  PAY ATTENTION TO THIS GLORIOUS SAVIOR

--Never, never lose sight of the exalted, glorious Savior and the truth of who He is.

--Because of his delight in Christ, the apostle appeals to us, his readers, to look at, gaze upon, pay attention to—Jesus!
C.  PAY ATTENTION TO THIS GODLY STABILITY

--For Jesus to be an anchor to your soul, and for a godly peace and stability to prevail in your life, you must pay closer attention to your walk with Him!

1Cor. 15:58   Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord. 
--Jesus cannot be on the fringes of your life if you hope to become steadfast, stable, secure in this world and settled with Him forever in a relationship that will change your life radically for your good and His glory.

CONCLUSION:  In order to remain true to Christ, we must remain focused on Christ.  We must pay much closer attention to all that we already know of Him and determine to grow more in our knowledge of Him.

     Distractions will always arise and turn our attention to other things that cause us to drift away from Him and eventually neglect Him.  We are called to avoid such things and set our hearts on Him alone.  When He controls our affections, He owns our hearts!  When He owns our hearts, He holds our attention.

     May we begin the new year at the table of the Lord as a reminder—a jog for our memory and a picture of His gracious love for us.  And may we pay much closer attention to all that we know of such a great salvation…and most of all, such a great Savior!
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