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DAYS FOR DISCERNMENT
Romans 12:1-3

INTRODUCTION:  How do we make good choices?  What makes a difference in those who choose foolishly how to live versus those who choose wisely, who demonstrate discernment?

     Coming off two very difficult years as a nation, we cannot afford to waste our choices in life by making foolish or wasteful decisions about how we live, what we value.

     Today as we consider the state of the church—since you are the church, how do you think you are doing?  

THESIS: Those who have godly discernment will see and understand what the will of God is and never rest until they have been faithful to do it.
 
I.  THINKING WITHOUT SOUND JUDGMENT AND CHOOSING WITHOUT GODLY WISDOM

Rom. 12:3   For through the grace given to me I say to every man among you not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted to each a measure of faith

A.  EVIDENCE OF POOR CHOICES

· Indifference toward godly relationships – v9-10, 15
· Too comfortable with evil – v9
· Egocentric perspective, looking to be served – v10b, 16a
· Lacking fervor in worship – sporadic, tardy and joyless –v11
· Passionless and faithless in prayer – v12
· Pessimistic and cynical – v12a, 16a
· Insensitive to hurting and needy – v13
· Overestimation of own opinion (leading to embracing of unbiblical beliefs) – v16b

B.  INDICATIONS OF CARELESS PRIORITIES

· Family values downplay the centrality of Christ
· Spending habits neglect our stewardship to God
· Personal witness suggests either unbelief or callousness
· Leisure habits overshadow spiritual disciplines


II.  ACTING WITH Spiritual DISCERNMENT AND WALKING WITH godly INSIGHT

A.  DELIGHTING IN YOUR SPIRITUAL SERVICE OF WORSHIP

Romans 12:1   Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.

1.  Giving myself fully to God is a delightful act of worship

--When I present myself, body and soul, to the Lord God, rather than seeing it as a disagreeable act of losing control, I can give myself to Him with great delight.

--This spiritual service of worship—giving myself, presenting myself to Him—leads me into the fullness of life and the only truly satisfying way to live.

Psalms 65:4  How blessed is the one whom You choose and bring near to You to dwell in Your courts.  We will be satisfied with the goodness of Your house, Your holy temple.

Psalms 37:4  Delight yourself in the LORD; And He will give you the desires of your heart.

--The only reason we would resist such a sweet surrender is that we have not comprehended what a glorious yielding to Christ means.

ILLUS.  The normal human response to full surrender is to think of all that we will have to give up—never about all that we will gain in Christ!
     Why?  Because we cannot appreciate the value, the wonder, the delights of Christ when we remain in the grip of what this world promises—but never fulfills.  Therefore, Paul “urges” us by the mercies of God, to see self-surrender to the Lord as a delightful and joyful exercise of faith.

2.  Making meaningful and holy sacrifices to God bring delight to Him

--The sacrifices that bring delight to the heart of God are very simple—and not at all what you might expect:

a.  The Good and Acceptable Sacrifice of His Son

--Christ is THE sacrifice which satisfies the heart of God because in Christ alone the problem of sin is dealt with once for all.

Heb. 10:10 By this will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

--By the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, the mercy and compassion of the Father reach out with love to all of us who have put their trust in what Jesus did for us.

b.  The Broken and Contrite Spirit of His Servants

--God never finds delight in anyone who thinks he can make it on his own and lives as if God were optional and their abilities sufficient.

Psalm 51:17  The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; A broken and a contrite heart, O God, You will not despise. 

--God finds more delight in one whose heart is broken by sin and who feels his unworthiness than a thousand who think more of themselves than they have a right to do.

c.  The Complete and Uncompromised Surrender of Our Bodies

--The wording Paul uses is quite interesting—presenting our bodies to Him, not just our soul or spirit—and seeing to it that this commitment is a total surrender to Him.

· Living Sacrifice – meaning that we die to any thought of living for ourselves any longer, living to satisfy our own desires and catering to our own appetites.   [Problem:  living sacrifices too easily crawl off the altar!]
· Holy Sacrifice – meaning that the body we present to Him must be kept pure, set apart for godliness in a way that is wholly distinctive for God’s glory

--This is what is acceptable to God—this is what pleases Him, gives Him pleasure, delights Him and causes Him to rejoice over us.

Zeph. 3:17  “The LORD your God is in your midst, a victorious warrior.  He will exult over you with joy, He will be quiet in His love, He will rejoice over you with shouts of joy. 

B.  DISCERNING YOUR DIRECTION ACCORDING TO THE MIND OF CHRIST

--Once we have determined to delight ourselves in the worship of God by giving ourselves freely and joyfully to Him, we open the door for Him to show us how to discern His will and ways—to understand and gain insight into the direction that pleases Him and satisfies us.

1.  Renewing my mind through Christ conforms my will to His.

--Old ways of thinking, confined to self-serving attitudes and ideas, are replaced by a new way of thinking from the new mind we receive when Christ is Lord in our lives.

--A renewed mind sees life through an entirely different lens and understands what it sees in a refreshing and exciting new way.

--Discernment begins with this new mind—and with discernment begins the outworking of a life wholly devoted to and perfectly aligned with the will of God for your life.

a.  If I think like the world, I will be more like the world than Christ.

1John 2:15-16   Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world.

--It takes no discernment to think like the world—just fall in line and mimic what you see all around you and no one will have to be concerned that you will ever become too much like Jesus!

b.  If I think like Christ, I will love and live for all that He values.

--That means that I will line up what I believe, what I think, what I value and what I love with the same things Jesus does.

--How different life would be if I allow His word to shape my mind to conform to the way His works!

Philippians 4:8   Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, dwell on these things.

 Does Jesus love…
…the church?  So must I!
…the Word?  So must I!
…seeing people saved?  So must I!
…lonely, hurting people?  So must I!
…worship?  So must I!
…generosity?  So must I!
…to do the Father’s will?  So must I!

--If I think like Christ, and if my renewed mind conforms to His, then I will present myself to Him as one who loves learning to love and live for all that matters most to Him.

Excuse:  Well, I just don’t think that way.
Answer:  You will when your renewed mind begins to discern what is on the mind of Christ!

2.  Discerning the will of God focuses my direction on all that is good and acceptable and perfect.

--When I discern what the will of God is—what is on the mind and heart of Christ—then the course of my life is redirected toward all that is good and acceptable and perfect in the eyes of God.

--If I am not interested in such things, then I can be sure that godly discernment has escaped me—and godly direction and priorities in my life will sadly be missing as I settle for a way of life far from all that I was created to enjoy.

C.  DEVELOPING A PLAN OF ACTION BASED ON SOUND JUDGMENT

--If we have discerned what God wants and delight in what God wants, that will mean nothing if we do not determine to do what God wants.

--And mere determination does no good if there is no plan or process put in place to move us toward the goal.

Romans 12:3   For through the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted to each a measure of faith.

1.  Eternal Purposes:  Not overestimating my own agenda, I place His purposes above my own.

--When Christ’s agenda stands well above my own, His purposes tower over mine.

--Sound judgment allows me to see the dramatic difference between living to survive in a fallen, terminal world and living to reign in a glorious, eternal home.

--Are we demonstrating discernment and seeing that difference or living without discernment and just managing to get by?

2.  Top Priorities:  Not trusting my own understanding, I place His priorities above my own.

Proverbs 3:5-6  Trust in the LORD with all your heart  And do not lean on your own understanding. 6  In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He will make your paths straight.

--I don’t have to understand His will to trust that it is best—both because He says it is and because He only says what is absolutely trustworthy and reliable.

--Therefore, when my understanding stops short of what His will commands, a discerning mind and heart gives top priority to what He says.

3.  Strategic Plan:  Not relying on my own ability, I place His plans above my own.

--We cannot expect to succeed without a plan to do so…and that plan must flow out of what He has prepared for me.

Jeremiah 29:11-13 ‘For I know the plans that I have for you,’ declares the LORD, ‘plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope.  12 ‘Then you will call upon Me and come and pray to Me, and I will listen to you.  13 ‘You will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with all your heart.

“If we fail to plan, we plan to fail.”

--Good intentions make little difference if we are content to let things fall where they may—we must ask the Lord for insight and discernment into not only what He wants but for the plan He has for how it is to be done.

CONCLUSION:  In summary, the state of the church is the sum of the state of each of our lives.

     So how are you doing with the Lord?  Romans 12 paints a vivid portrait of how that question should be answered…and can be answered by the mercies of God and in the power of the Spirit when we get serious about presenting ourselves to Him as living and holy sacrifices.

     What will be different in you this year?  Can you discern what Christ wants in you and in the life of this church?  What do you plan to do about that?

     Paul urges us to answer that question well:  present your bodies and all that you are to Christ…be conformed to His image…be transformed to His way of thinking…and discern what the will of God is.

     Then in the name of Jesus and the power of the Holy Spirit, by faith—go for it!
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