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CREATED FOR WORSHIP

Psalm 145:8-21

INTRODUCTION:  With the start of school, teachers are facing classrooms filled with new students. Each one presents a unique challenge as the teachers try to discover what makes each one tick.

     At some point, all of us realized that some things were very hard for us and some things came very easily.  Some things seemed to fit like a glove and others never did.  The challenge facing teachers each year is to help students learn in all subjects, but in particular to discover where they shine!

     In math and science, I survived.  But in the liberal arts fields I seemed to do better.  Still, I never hit my stride until I found myself preparing to be a pastor, a role to which God had called me.  Not everyone finds their niche in academics—they discover what fits in other places…mechanical expertise, hospitality gifts, athletics, music, organization and managing things.  

     When we find “that thing” for us, we get excited because it feels like we were made just for that purpose.  Back in 1981 in the movie, “Chariots of Fire,” Olympic runner Eric Liddell made the statement, “I believe God made me for a purpose, but he also made me fast. And when I run I feel His pleasure.”

     God made each of us for a purpose.  It may be that we excel in some particular area which sets us apart.  It may be that we are just average in most things.  But you and I—all of us—were created for one extraordinary purpose—we were created for worship.  That is when we find the greatest satisfaction, the deepest joy, the most wonderful fulfillment—when we worship the Lord God in spirit and truth the way we were intended from before the world began!

THESIS: God created all things for worship so that He might be praised and glorified throughout the heavens and the earth as Lord of all.

I.  ALL CREATION EXISTS FOR HIS PRAISE AND GLORY

--Without becoming too abstract or philosophical, all of us need to ask ourselves a very important question at some point in our lives:

· What purpose did God have in mind when He created the heavens and the earth?

--As the Lord God Almighty, the All-Wise God, surely we should know that He had some objective in mind, some reason behind all that He did to create the heavens and the earth.

ILLUS.  The Shorter Catechism of The Westminster Confession presents the question by asking, “What is the chief end of man?”
    God also had a chief end from which the chief end of man was derived.  God’s chief end in creating all things has become our chief end—in fact, the chief end of all creation.
     That chief end, or the reason above every other reason, is that His name be exalted and glorified.  

A.  THE CHIEF END OF GOD IN CREATING ALL THINGS IS THAT HE BE GLORIFIED

--Rather than being a self-serving purpose of glorifying His own name, God has no one higher than Himself to glorify and to glorify anyone lower than Himself or higher would be idolatry…therefore, there is no one He can exalt but Himself so God’s greatest delight must be in the glorification of His own name.

B.  THE CHIEF END OF ALL CREATION THEN IS TO GLORIFY HIM

--When He creates, then, the ultimate purpose is that everything created by Him came into existence because He would be glorified in that existence.

C.  THE CHIEF END OF MAN IS TO GLORIFY HIM AND ENJOY HIM FOREVER

--So it follows that when the crowning act of creation was accomplished and mankind was created, there was no higher purpose nor greater reason to exist than to worship and glorify the Creator.

--Now, the ultimate purpose of each aspect of creation is clearly derived from the ultimate purpose of the Creator so we now can consider not just the rationale of simple logic behind this conclusion but the revelation of God’s Word to support this concept.

--All creation was called into existence to praise the Lord, to worship Him so we are told that is exactly what will happen—although the purpose has been impacted tragically by the disruptive and destructive power of sin.

--Sin has introduced sufferings and sorrows to a fallen creation with all its fallen creatures who are presently enduring the consequences of trying to survive in a world where they have been cut off from the reason for their existence.

ILLUS.  Like a fish flopping around out of the water, so we, the human race, are flailing around trying to find our way back…but not even sure where we belong.
     How far we have fallen is obvious when we try to explain to someone, “You were made for worship!” They have no comprehension of such an idea since their whole lives they have been cut off from the reason they were created by their sin and the resulting death and blindness that keep them in the dark about what God intended when He created them.

Romans 3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
--But the promise is that a day will come—either a day when they are made alive with Christ and they bow down to worship Him with gratitude and praise—or a day when they will be forced to bow down and confess that He is Lord of all.

· The Creation Itself Will Be Set Free to Fulfill Its Chief End

Romans 8:18-19   I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.  19 The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed.
· The People Will Be Compelled to Declare Their Chief End

Philippians 2:9-11 Therefore also God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name,  10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those who are in heaven, and on earth, and under the earth,  11 and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
--You and I were made for worship…and that is what God intends to accomplish in our lives, calling us back to our purpose, restoring us to His eternal design.

II.  ALL THAT HE HAS MADE WILL PRAISE HIM

--The God of power and might, of wisdom and glory, of holiness and majesty, deserves all the praise possible.

Psa. 145:10 All Thy works shall give thanks to Thee, O LORD, and Thy godly ones shall bless Thee.
--Not one thing created by God was made without a “design code” built in which inclines it toward the praise of the Creator.

--All creation will praise the Creator—inanimate, plants, animals and human beings alike will make His praise gloriously known in heaven and earth.

A.  LET EVERYTHING THAT HAS BEEN CREATED PRAISE HIM

Psalm 148:5-6  Let them praise the name of the LORD, For He commanded and they were created.  6 He has also established them forever and ever; He has made a decree which will not pass away.
--All creation sings His praise…the rocks and hills cry out…the waters lift up their voices…the trees of the field clap their hands in praise…the mountains tremble in His presence…the heavens declare His glory…sun, moon and stars praise Him …lightning and hail, snow and cloud, powerful wind …the earth rejoices!

--Should the people of the earth fail to give Him praise, Jesus told the Pharisees,

Luke 19:40 And He answered and said, “I tell you, if these become silent, the stones will cry out!”

--When God is so mighty and glorious that inanimate objects exist to praise Him, how are we to think about the rest of creation?

B.  LET EVERYTHING THAT HAS BREATH PRAISE HIM

--From the inanimate objects of creation to creatures made to be alive and breathing, God has fixed His purpose—that His name will be praised in all the earth. 

Psa. 150:6 Let everything that has breath praise the LORD. Praise the LORD!

--From the beginning of creation, God ordained that every living, breathing creature exists for the purpose of worship, bringing praise and honor and glory to the Creator.

--The breadth of this intention is seldom considered at length but the implications are significant as we realize that the entire animal kingdom is included in His design for creation to praise Him.

--The psalmist breaks it down for us as follows:

Psa. 148:10 Beasts and all cattle; Creeping things and winged fowl;

· Wild animals roaming the earth

· Domesticated animals tamed by man

· Creeping animals crawling in the dust

· Soaring animals flying above the earth

--In every case, the Lord declares that they were created for His praise and even without benefit of rational thought, their very being serves to bring Him glory.

C.  LET EVERYONE THAT BEARS HIS IMAGE PRAISE HIM

--All of which now brings us to the consideration of the great design of God in the creation of the human race—that all the nations, peoples, families, tribes and tongues live to praise His name.

Psa. 67:3-4 Let the peoples praise Thee, O God; let all the peoples praise Thee.  4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy; for Thou wilt judge the peoples with uprightness, and guide the nations on the earth. Selah.
--Since God has established that all creation worship Him, the obvious message of His Word is that the crowning work of creation—creating man in His own image—would surpass the praise of the inanimate world and the animal kingdom.

--When God created the human race, He created us with the capacity for praise and worship that far exceeded that of the rest of creation because we were created in His image.

Gen. 1:26-27 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”  27 And God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.
--The unique character of man and woman set them apart as those whose voices would rise up above the limitations of the rest of creation and express their worship as it welled up from deep within their hearts, minds and souls.

--To be created in His image links us to an eternal purpose, that the name of the Lord God be forever praised and glorified—and that all of creation, especially creatures made in His image, lives to worship Him.

ILLUS.  How sad it is not to be able to do what you know you were created to do!  And yet, the primary concern is not that we are not allowed, but that we are not inclined.
     Think of it for a moment.  Everyone you know…everyone you have ever heard of…everyone you have ever seen…all were created with one primary purpose in mind—to praise and worship the living God.
     As we will see in this series of messages, the great tragedy of the human race is how few people are even aware that they are completely missing out on why they were created!  For such people, they either have not heard or do not care and live wasted lives.
     What if you were born to wealth and position but somehow at birth were lost and lived in poverty and as a person of no influence.
     Friday morning I met a guy named Bobby, a homeless man, a street person.  He asked for money and I went with him to get a bite of breakfast.  He had only the clothes on his back…no where to go…no one who loved him…no prospects for a job…no family looking for him.  I asked him if as a young man he had ever had a dream of what life could have been.  The only thing he could come up with was that he had once really liked karate and had wanted to excel in that.
     How could life be different for Bobby if he knew that he was created for something more…something greater than he could imagine…something that connected him with a significant future and a glorious life?  He was too confused to understand what I was saying about God’s love for him, but is he not just like billions of others on earth who have been deceived into thinking that life in the dark is just the luck of the draw?  
     People like him surround us—perhaps they have jobs, material wealth, people who love them—but apart from an understanding of why they were created, they are as hopeless and helpless as Bobby.

III.  ALL peopleS HAVE BEEN MADE TO PRAISE HIM

--The human race was created to glorify and praise the name of the Lord and God is looking for a people who will do that—who will fulfill their created purpose—who will understand and order their lives around the reality that they were created for worship.

--Until we find ourselves focused on our created purpose, we will struggle and be frustrated and be dissatisfied—for we were created to worship the Lord God Almighty

--Jesus’ encounter with the woman at Jacob’s well in the Samaritan town of Sychar gives us an insight into the heart of God:

John 4:23-24 “But an hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers shall worship the Father in spirit and truth; for such people the Father seeks to be His worshipers.  24 “God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”
--God is seeking worshipers…wherever there are people created in His image, He is looking to find those who will come to Him and be redeemed, restored, reconciled—so that those who were created for worship will come into their own…find and rejoice in their place!

--As we have already noted, sin has cut us off from what God intended, but we can be made like new through the grace of Jesus Christ.

A.  THE PLACE OF MISSIONS IN REACHING OUT TO THOSE THE FATHER SEEKS

--Since God designed us and created us to worship Him, and since sin has cut us off from that purpose, God reaches out to call us back…to re-introduce us to our reason for existence…to show us the glory of God in the face of Christ and purify for Himself a people for his own possession.

1Peter 2:9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;
--For those of us who have already been called into the light of Christ, we live to glorify and praise His name in adoring, awestruck worship.

--But we also have been called to go at the Father’s command and find others who will join us before the throne.

Deuteronomy 26:16-19   The LORD your God commands you this day to follow these decrees and laws; carefully observe them with all your heart and with all your soul.  17 You have declared this day that the LORD is your God and that you will walk in his ways, that you will keep his decrees, commands and laws, and that you will obey him.  18 And the LORD has declared this day that you are his people, his treasured possession as he promised, and that you are to keep all his commands.  19 He has declared that he will set you in praise, fame and honor high above all the nations he has made and that you will be a people holy to the LORD your God, as he promised.
--From our former way of life with no meaning, no purpose, nothing that satisfied, nothing that had lasting value—God saved us by His grace and called us His own “treasured possession.”

--But once we become His, He continues His campaign to go back for others just like us—because He is seeking worshipers, looking to restore others to the lofty and majestic life of those who were created for worship.

--Evangelism and missions have been commanded because the Lord still intends to surround His throne with people from every nation who have discovered their reason for being—and have been called to worship Him!

John Piper – “Missions is not the ultimate goal of the church.  Worship is.  Missions exists because worship doesn’t…Worship, therefore, is the fuel and goal in missions…Missions begins and ends in worship.” (p.11, Let the Nations Be Glad)

B.  THE peoples of the nations need an opportunity to know that THE FATHER is SEEKing them

--God calls us to worship…then sends us to bring others with us to the throne so that people from every tribe, tongue, nation and family of the earth will join us there in worship.

--We were made for worship…all creation was made for worship…and God wants us to live the way we were created to live, and help find others to bring them with us to do the same.

--So His commission and commands are extensive and comprehensive—go to the nations, to the ends of the earth, to all the peoples, to every tongue and tribe and family of the nations and tell them about Jesus Christ!

--We often try to make missions something it is not when in simple terms it is introducing people everywhere to Jesus Christ so that through Him they might bow down in adoration and praise of their Creator.

--They were created for this!  They were created in the image of God to be worshipers of God!

--The church of Jesus Christ is called to take that message to the ends of the earth—that there is forgiveness because no one is worthy to worship as we are…only as we are after He forgives us and purifies us to be a worshiping people who have seen the glory of God in the face of Christ and joyfully bow down.

2 Corinthians 4:6 For God, who said, “Light shall shine out of darkness,” is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.
CONCLUSION:  You may have found something in this world that brings pleasure to you and delight to the heart of God.  But if you think of yourself as nothing special, just sort of ordinary, God wants to set the record straight.

     You were created for worship and cannot be content with anything less than a life filled with praising and glorifying the Lord God Almighty in the powerful name of Jesus Christ.

     Once you have reached that conclusion, you will want to do whatever you can to help others find that same joy and delight as they meet Christ and join you in worship before the throne of God above.

     We worship because God created us.  We pursue missions because we want everything that has breath, peoples from the ends of the earth to join in the praise of our Creator—just as He intended when He created us.

     You and I were made for worship.  Let all the earth rejoice and be glad because they had heard the joyful news that they were too—and that in Jesus Christ they can come back to the heart of worship as the chief end for which they were created!
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