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HE IS MIGHTY TO SAVE

1 Corinthians 2:1-5

INTRODUCTION:  If you could pick which period of history to live in, which would you choose?  There is some glamour and romance to various ages past which might make us want to go back to a different era—the days when “America was great because America was good” (to quote de Tocqueville)—or the time of Renaissance when art was hitting a new stride—or the time of the Great Awakening in the days of colonial America—or even our college years when we were young again.

     I have thought about it and wondered what it would have been like to live in London during the days of the great preachers—Charles Spurgeon and Joseph Parker—or even earlier in the days of George Whitefield and the Wesley brothers and the revival days of England.  Those would have been great days, challenging days, spiritually fulfilling days.

     But they would have been HOT days (no air-conditioning), days without indoor plumbing, days without electricity and power, days without cars and jets and easy travel, days having to write everything by hand (and then have it printed on a printing press to distribute it), days without communication tools (phones, email, text, video conferencing, etc.).

     Granted, we could move to remote places and go back to those days without the power to do all those things—but the adventure and thrill of going back to those times lose their appeal when I think about all I would have to give up!  Once we have tasted life with access to full power, we are not inclined to go back!

     God has promised us His power.

     Yet, with all the power of an Almighty God available to us, why do we choose so often to live as if it has not yet been invented?  We would think someone very odd indeed to have enjoyed the benefits of power in a modern age only to revert back to the limitations of a powerless age.

     God is mighty and no power in heaven or on earth can stand against the strength and power of the Lord!  He created us for worship with the power to do so but we have lived as if we did not know it exists.  The power of sin has overcome us and the power of God has escaped us for too long.

THESIS: The power of sin will destroy our capacity to worship the living God until that power is overcome by the far greater power of God in Christ Jesus.

I.  POWER OF SIN

A.  UNDERESTIMATING ITS POWER

--The danger of being naïve to the power of sin is that we treat it lightly or indifferently and fall prey to the strength of its grip on us.

--Many of us have failed and done things we would never have thought possible all because we saw ourselves as in control and not vulnerable to the power of sin and temptation.

1 Corinthians 10:12 Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.

--Just one taste…just one look…just this time…all seemed so innocent and unlikely to put you in jeopardy, but no one is immune to the power of sin.

--So watch yourselves and never allow yourself to play with fire by toying with and around the places where sin could explode in your face or capture you in its deadly grip.

--The consequences of the power of sin are very real and deadly serious, but one would think by our behavior sometimes that it poses nothing more than a small risk with limited potential for trouble.

1.  Death – Through sin, we all died spiritually
2.  Darkness – Through sin, light was veiled completely

3.  Deception – Through sin, truth was suppressed maliciously (Romans 1:18)
4.  Destruction – Through sin, life was destroyed thoroughly

--Sin cannot be trivialized without putting our very souls in danger!

B.  OVERESTIMATING ITS POWER

--On the other hand, we can make so much of the power of sin that we run the risk of painting it as such a formidable foe that no one stands a chance against it.

--To hear some people tell it, there are some sins which have such power that they cannot be overcome—what an insult to the power of the cross and the victory of the resurrection of Jesus Christ!

--To be certain, sin has great and deadly power with its ultimate consequence in death and destruction, a total disconnection between what God created us to do—worship—and a chain that holds us as a slave to keep us from ever doing that.

--That is the condition of the world in which we live—created for worship, chained by sin to keep us from it.

--But if that is all there is, we are to be pitied as slaves forever with no hope of recovery, no hope of freedom!

     BUT!!  Enter the “MISSIO DEI!” or the Mission of God to bring release for the captives, light into the darkness, life out of death and joy from the brink of destruction!

Romans 6:5-12 For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall be also in the likeness of His resurrection,  6 knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, that our body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin;  7 for he who has died is freed from sin.  8 Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him,  9 knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, is never to die again; death no longer is master over Him.  10 For the death that He died, He died to sin, once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God.  11 Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus.  12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body that you should obey its lusts,
--This passage is packed!!

--The summary of it is that sin does indeed have power…but not absolute power and Christ has overcome it with ultimate authority and power so that it can no longer keep us in slavery to its demands.

--So how has God accomplished this awesome display of power so that we might be a people who once again live to worship Him?

II.  POWER OF GOD

Zephaniah 3:17 The LORD your God is with you, he is mighty to save. He will take great delight in you, he will quiet you with his love, he will rejoice over you with singing.”
--Looking at the condition of the world and understanding the power of sin leave many of us resigned to a hopeless situation—there is no way people can overcome the odds stacked against them coming to know Christ and becoming true worshipers of their Creator.

--Yes, we tend to say, He is mighty to save, but either we think He does not want to or has no power to do so.

--Well, let’s test that today and see if we cannot build some hope and dare us to dream of what can happen when we take God at His Word!

1Thessalonians 1:5 for our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of men we proved to be among you for your sake.
A.  POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

--The starting point for seeing the power of God at work is the empowering presence of the Holy Spirit.

--We are not called to try to convince people, argue them into the kingdom or make them promises we cannot keep.

--We get the privilege of seeing God’s power work right in and through us as His Holy Spirit gives us the ability to go and speak of God’s purpose in creating us—worship—and His plan for restoring us to that purpose—new life through Jesus Christ.

--Therefore, before Jesus sent His disciples out to deliver this good news of salvation and the freedom to reclaim God’s purpose for our lives, He informed them that they were not to attempt this until they had received power—a power from far beyond themselves.

Luke 24:49 “And behold, I am sending forth the promise of My Father upon you; but you are to stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.”

Acts 1:8 but you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.”
--Missions begins when the Spirit arrives—and not until He comes does the power of God show up and demonstrate the truth that He really is “mighty to save.”

--God’s promise through Jesus Christ is that He will not leave us without the means to overcome the power of sin which holds people captive in unbelief.

--The Holy Spirit alone can open eyes and reveal the glory of God in the face of Christ!

B.  POWER OF THE GOSPEL

--But God combines the power of the Holy Spirit with the power of the greatest good news the world has ever heard—that there is freedom and life where there were once bondage and death.

--The truth of the gospel has its own power, but it has the power to save when the Holy Spirit takes the truth, penetrates hearts and minds and brings conviction that leads to belief.

Romans 1:16   For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.
--Why should we ever be ashamed of the good news that God has a plan for us to become worshipers of our Creator—a plan that cancels the debt of our sin, pays the penalty for it and releases us from the power of it.

ILLUS.  There is power in the gospel when we speak it in the power of the Holy Spirit.  People from every nation and tribe on earth hear and rejoice in it when their eyes are opened and their hearts grasp the magnitude of God’s grace—that people like them, forgotten and forsaken, have been remembered by their Creator who has reached out to them in love and called them back to Him.
     On a summer beach evangelism project a couple of springs ago, a dear friend, Michael Green from England, went with the college team to witness on the beaches.  Students watched in amazement as he led many to faith in Christ by sharing the simple message of the gospel in the power of the Spirit.  The distinctive thing about all of that is that he went about sharing fully expecting people to believe and come to know Jesus Christ.  Others shared also but sometimes with doubt and fear and perhaps a little embarrassment—not really expecting anything to happen.  Michael demonstrated this truth that there is power in the gospel when it is presented in the power of the Holy Spirit.

C.  POWER OF THE CROSS

--Over thirty years of preaching have taught me an important truth—that the proclamation of the work of Jesus Christ on the cross, the preaching of the cross, is powerful!

--In their efforts to become very sophisticated and relevant, many modern preachers and contemporary Christians are afraid that the story of Christ’s crucifixion might be too gruesome to tell, so they avoid mentioning the cross and the place where Christ gave His life to pay the penalty each of us deserved.

1Corinthians 1:18   For the word of the cross is to those who are perishing foolishness, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.
· People may be persuaded to adjust certain aspects of their lifestyles if we tell them of the better way the Bible teaches.
· People may be convinced of the rational sense of Biblical truth and commit to study it regularly.
· People may be attracted to the love they see among Christians and want to imitate that as a model of loving relationships.

--But people will not be saved from the power of sin until they experience the power of the cross of Jesus Christ!

--That is why Paul said so directly, 

1 Corinthians 2:1-5   And when I came to you, brethren, I did not come with superiority of speech or of wisdom, proclaiming to you the testimony of God.  2 For I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.  3 And I was with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling.  4 And my message and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power,  5 that your faith should not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the power of God.
--In order for people to come back to the Lord and find their place in His presence in adoration and worship, they must come to the cross and put their faith in Christ who died for them—so that they may be made alive together with Him.

D.  POWER OF THE RESURRECTION

--The power to live, the power to fulfill God’s purpose in creating us, comes when we are made alive through the power of God which raised Jesus Christ from the dead.

--Paul commends this as the pinnacle of life, the highest privilege available to the human race—knowing Christ that we may live our lives in such a way that we live to worship and glorify Him.

Philippians 3:8-10 More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish in order that I may gain Christ,  9 and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith,  10 that I may know Him, and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death;
--The power of His resurrection unleashes the power of God to give life where sin and death once ruled over us.

--When we announce to a world that is trapped by death and surrounded by lifeless, meaningless pursuits, the power of the resurrection strikes a note of great joy and exhilaration.

--The power of God to save, to restore, to convince and convict would be worthless without the power to make all things alive and new!

1Corinthians 15:16-19 For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised;  17 and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins.  18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished.  19 If we have hoped in Christ in this life only, we are of all men most to be pitied.
CONCLUSION:  Why would we ever choose to live as if the power of God were not ours through the resurrection of Jesus Christ and the presence of the Holy Spirit?

     So here are some questions we need to answer.

     If you are here today and understand what the Bible has to say about the power of God, 

…then Christ can save YOU!  Why not BELIEVE in Him?

…then Christ can save WHOEVER WILL BELIEVE!  Go, tell!
     If the power of God prevails over everything…

…then you are not powerless in the face of sin and temptation

…then you are not powerless to forgive others

…then you are not powerless to walk in holiness

…then you are not powerless to worship fervently

…then you are not powerless to rejoice with inexpressible joy

     Because of the power of God, at work in you through the power of the resurrection and the presence of the Holy Spirit, you no longer have to settle for half-way faith, passionless worship, gospel-abusing behavior, or unmoved hearts at the masses of lost people around you.

     The gospel transforms because we know it to be the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes.  If there is no power in your walk, what can you conclude about the place of the gospel in your heart?  If there is no power in your worship, where is the power of the Holy Spirit in your praise?  If there is no power in your witness, what has happened to the power of the gospel?

     Jesus told His disciples to remain where they were until they had Holy Spirit, resurrection, God-sent power.  I challenge you this morning to be faithful to your calling and not move on to the next thing as you see it until you have waited on the Lord and been “clothed with power from on high”—either through salvation…or by beginning to walk in the abiding presence and power of the Spirit who already dwells in you.

     These are days in which the power of sin and darkness are great…but greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world.  So, LIVE LIKE IT!
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