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OUT OF A FULL HEART

Romans 15:8-13

INTRODUCTION:  Have you ever given up hope?  Or if you have not given up completely, were you ever so much in doubt about what you were facing that you felt like giving up?

     Hopeless people usually feel like helpless people—incapable of taking any course of action that will lead to anything good, impotent to affect the outcome of the disaster they are facing.

     When you know someone in that situation, you want to say something or do something to help.  But if we are not any more certain than they are, our words and actions will not ring true—they will be empty and perhaps even heighten their hopelessness.  Our problem is that we are not capable of giving hope any more than they are capable of manufacturing it themselves.  Hope has to be more than an optimistic attitude, or positive thinking, or a pipe dream of some desired solution.

     Into that kind of hopeless world, God offers hope.  Through Jesus Christ, hope can be restored and all that has been lost can be regained by putting our trust in Him.  Are we in the church, followers of Christ, offering a model and message of hope?  Is there credibility to our message, compassion in our hearts and comfort through our assurances?

     Only when hope overflows from hearts filled with hope in Christ can we…will we…make it our life practice to offer hope to the hopeless, wherever they may be found.

THESIS: Missio Dei is the mission of God to tell hopeless people that there is hope through faith in Jesus Christ, and by the power of the Spirit give them joyful hearts that live to praise Him.
I.  WE ARE GIVEN HOPE THROUGH THE PROMISES AND POWER OF GOD.

--If, as we have discovered, all people and all nations were created for worship…and if sin has disconnected them from that purpose, they are left without hope because they are without God.

Ephesians 2:12 remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world.
--But God has reached out with His gracious love and offered to restore hope for the human race—through the promises He made throughout the Scriptures and the provision He made through His Son.

Hope – Apart from Christ, hope is an uncertain concept, wishful thinking about the possibility of a good that might come.  So when Paul says to the Gentiles, you were without hope, he meant that there was nothing to assure them of a good future because they were also without God in the world.
     The biblical concept of hope is entirely foreign to a mind separated from the Author of a living hope, a hope that is sure and certain because it is anchored on the promises of God—and alive through the power of God.  Life, both now and forever, is guaranteed through believing in Jesus Christ and being restored by the power of the Holy Spirit.

--Therefore, when we say that we have been given hope, it is based on two indisputable factors:

Sovereign rule of God – hope is centered on the eternal reign of the King of kings

Glorious grace of God – hope rests on His gift, not our merit

--In Romans 15, there is a progression from the …

Personal – accept one another – 15:7

Theological – Christ accepted you – 15:7

Global – Christ served all peoples – 15:8-9

--As those who have been given hope again through God’s Servant, Jesus Christ, that new and living hope also gives us glad and joyful hearts.

--In Romans 15, Paul lays out God’s plan for hope to be restored to all people in every nation on earth.

A.  A HISTORY OF FAITHFULNESS

--By providing a brief reminder of the history of God’s faithfulness, Paul gives a reassuring context for his confidence that God restores hope to the hopeless.

1.  Faithful to offer instruction

Romans 15:4 For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, that through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.
--Although the Scriptures were first given to the Jewish community of faith, they offer hope to anyone who reads, understands and believes the eternal truth of God’s Word.

2.  Persistent to unite His people

--By making His truth accessible to everyone, God makes sure that the credibility of His message of hope is confirmed.

--The “encouragement and perseverance” spoken of in this text shows His persistent commitment to unite His people around the central truth of His Word—not leaving them to disputes and arguments over what to believe.

Romans 15:5-6 Now may the God who gives perseverance and encouragement grant you to be of the same mind with one another according to Christ Jesus;  6 that with one accord you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
--Having the same mind, being in agreement with each other, depends on a common source of instruction and truth—so the Lord preserved that truth in His Word and shows the unifying power of that truth in a people who believe with one accord, and worship with one voice.

3.  Merciful in confirming the promises

--Jesus Christ confirms every promise from God in giving full assurance that our hope is secured by His mercy.

--This hope is offered to Jew and Gentile alike so that they may together join voices to glorify God for His mercy.

Romans 15:8-9 For I say that Christ has become a servant to the circumcision on behalf of the truth of God to confirm the promises given to the fathers,  9 and for the Gentiles to glorify God for His mercy…
4.  Consistent in stating His intent

--Given his attention to detail, Paul immediately offers evidence that this has been God’s mission from the beginning—His Missio Dei.

--Nearly everyone agrees and understands that this has been the theme of the New Testament, but Paul makes sure that it is clear that in every section of the Old Testament the same heart for a hope to be given to all nations was communicated consistently.

--In all Four Sections of the OT, the hope is for Jew and Gentile alike:

History – 2 Samuel 22:50

15:9 “Therefore I will give praise to Thee among the Gentiles, And I will sing to Thy name.”
Law – Deuteronomy 32:43

15:10 “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with His people.”
Poetry/Writings – Psalm 117:1

15:11 “Praise the Lord all you Gentiles, And let all the peoples praise Him.”
Prophets – Isaiah 11:10

15:12 “There shall come the root of Jesse, And He who arises to rule over the Gentiles, In Him shall the Gentiles hope.”
--Because of the history of God’s faithfulness, and the confidence we have in a sure and certain hope, our full hearts overflow in worship of the gracious God who has made it so.

B.  A GLADNESS IN WORSHIP

--When the hopelessness of being without God is reversed and Christ reconciles us to God, hope generates gladness of heart and joy in worship.

Psalms 67:3-5 Let the peoples praise Thee, O God; Let all the peoples praise Thee.  4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy; For Thou wilt judge the peoples with uprightness, And guide the nations on the earth. Selah.  5 Let the peoples praise Thee, O God; Let all the peoples praise Thee.
--How will the nations be glad to hear what we are not glad to have?

--What must happen in our hearts for hope to grip us with gratitude and for gladness to erupt in praise?

--The nations do not worship because they have no hope apart from Christ and so we find ourselves presented with a mandate and a message from God—go and tell them of your delight, your gladness, your hope because of all that God has done through Jesus Christ.

· Missions exists because worship does not.

--People are not glad because they have not praised their Creator…so it is our privilege to make His glory known in all the earth by pointing to this living hope available to anyone who will believe in Christ.

--Hopeless people trying to find anything that will satisfy that craving written deep within their hearts—that they were made for worship—leave them constantly looking and longing for the one thing that will satisfy them…the one thing they can never have apart from God!

--To be glad and to be satisfied are only possible when there is hope—the hope you and I have been given through Jesus Christ.

--Now, then, we who have been given hope are called to offer hope to people everywhere they can be found.

II.  WE CAN OFFER HOPE TO THE NATIONS THROUGH THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT.

--Do you remember that helpless feeling of facing a hopeless person and having nothing to say that will encourage them?

--Did you not feel powerless to make any difference, powerless to make them even feel better—much less offer them hope for a better future or an acceptable outcome?

--Well, God has equipped you with a message of hope and a means of reaching your target with effectiveness and power.

--You have a message to be believed in the Gospel, and means to be empowered through the Holy Spirit.

Romans 15:13   Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

· To you who feel your words are empty, the God of hope will fill you with all joy and peace in believing.
· To you who feel impotent to offer anything of value to hopeless people, you can overflow with an abundance of hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

--So the Lord Jesus insisted that His disciples wait…be patient…allow the Lord to fulfill His promise and send power from on high before going off and offering empty, powerless, hopeless words which do more harm than good!

--Again, we remember those parting words of Jesus…

Luke 24:49 “And behold, I am sending forth the promise of My Father upon you; but you are to stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.”
Acts 1:8 but you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.”
· You had no hope, but now you have been given hope through faith in Jesus Christ.

· You had no power, but now you have been given power through the abiding presence of the Holy Spirit.

A.  THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT RESULTS IN TRANSFORMED LIVES

--The hope we have in Christ elevates our view of life to see ourselves as those who are in the process of being conformed to His image, that we may be like Him.

1John 3:2-3 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we shall be. We know that, when He appears, we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him just as He is.  3 And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.
--The biblical word for this transformational process is sanctification, or being made holy as He is holy.

--The role of the Holy Spirit in part is to empower us to live according to the strength of His might and live as new creatures in Christ.

2Corinthians 5:17 Therefore if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.
--So in part, our hope is that we will be purified, cleansed, made holy and conformed to the image of Christ—so that our worship may be worthy of Him, filled with gladness in our praise and gratitude for His grace.

B.  THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT PRODUCES A TESTIMONY OF JOY

Romans 15:13   May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him …
--If there is no joy, no peace, in your life, the probability is great that you have no confidence in the God of hope to fill you with His joy and peace—they come as you trust in Him.

--The experience of hope produces a testimony of joy.

--If you are not secure in the God of hope, you cannot be filled with the joy of the Lord and the peace of Christ.

Note:  How will the nations be glad when they hear our message when we are not glad and have no joy in our message?  Nothing works against the credibility of our message of hope for all nations than the joyless, anxious, insecure, doubt-filled living of those who claim to be the people of God!

--When the Spirit reigns in our hearts, joy rules in our lives and gladness bursts forth in praise.

Application:  Be joyful and let your joy give testimony to the hope you have been given through Jesus Christ.  Let the peace of Christ rule in your heart…let the joy of the Lord be your strength…let the glad-hearted gratitude of your new life burst forth in songs and shouts of praise!
     Then hopeless people will see what true hope looks like and be ready to hear us when we tell them where to find it—in Christ!

C.  THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT YIELDS A HARVEST OF HOPE

--One of the great visual pictures of abundance in Scripture is the bountiful crop at the time of harvest.

--The powerful presence of the Holy Spirit works in us to bear much fruit, to produce a bumper crop of plenty so that we are rich in Christ and the overflowing bounty of His hand.

--By His grace and the powerful work of the Holy Spirit, we will overflow with hope and the vast treasure of these riches will provide blessing for all who are brought near.

Romans 15:13   … so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
--Is it possible that our hope is shaky, our faith unstable, our confidence shallow?

--Rather than overflowing with hope, the absence of reliance on the power of the Holy Spirit has caused a spiritual drought and our fields of hope are parched and yield only a negligible harvest of hope.

--It is when the God of hope fills you with joy and peace that your life will overflow with the kind of hope that will attract the attention of the nations and the people who have lived so long without hope.

D.  THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT OVERFLOWS WITH DELIGHT IN CHRIST

2Corinthians 4:6 For God, who said, “Light shall shine out of darkness,” is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.
--When I came to see the glory of God in the face of Christ, my delight grew and my treasure became more valuable to me.

--As my hopeless days were replaced by a delightful future, full of hope and the promise of the joyful presence of Christ, my life could reclaim the purpose of my Creator.

--When I live by the Spirit, I will walk with the Spirit and let every step fall in line with His on the path made secure by the God of hope.

CONCLUSION:  Missio Dei is the mission of God to tell hopeless people that there is hope through faith in Jesus Christ, and by the power of the Spirit give them joyful hearts that live to praise Him.

     Hopeless people are not glad people.  Is your hope alive and well?  Is yours a living hope filled with the peace, joy and power through the presence and power of the Holy Spirit?  You will never be filled up—something will be lacking and you will know it—until the God of hope fills you and the Holy Spirit of God empowers you.

     What can you do?

· P.U.S.H. = Pray Until Something Happens!

     We cannot be satisfied with empty hearts and limited hope.  For God to be glorified…for our hearts to overflow with joy and peace…for our message to be empowered and effective…we must do more than wait for power from on high.

· Agree together – 15:6

     We must seek Him and pursue this fullness together.  We must persevere and press on until power from on high lifts our hearts into His presence and the Spirit brings our hearts in line with His joy.

· Believe – 15:13

     It is in believing that our hope becomes sure, our power becomes real and our joy becomes abundant.  It is joy and peace believing that we overflow with the hope that will move nations and earthly kingdoms to their knees

· Build hope – living it and spreading it out

    By living with an overflowing hope ourselves, we present a message and model of hope for others.  If we who profess to have hope live hopelessly and helpless lives, what do we dare offer others?
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