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BREAKING NEW GROUND

Romans 15:14-21

INTRODUCTION:  A little over a week ago, our nation remembered the tragic events of September 11, 2001.  None of us will ever forget how helpless we felt as we saw the twin towers of the World Trade Center burning.

     Both buildings collapsed in about two hours and nearly 3000 people were killed.  The heroic efforts of emergency workers are still remembered as shining examples of self-sacrifice.

     But what if the emergency workers decided that they would confine their efforts to the first ten floors of the 110 story buildings?  Instead of climbing the stairs and helping people escape, what if they had gathered on the first floor and spent the two hours discussing strategy, checking equipment, going over their personal concerns at work and home, and never got around to getting people out?

     Then they would have imitated the majority of churches in the United States who face a tragedy of eternal proportion—billions of people who will perish without hope unless someone comes to show them the way to survive.  Meanwhile, millions of American Christians come together to meet every week—to rejoice that they are no longer in jeopardy, to give thanks to their Savior, to learn how to become more like Him by studying His Word, even to develop strategies about how to rescue the perishing people among the nations.  But why do so few go up the stairs in search of those who could be saved if only someone would go after them?

THESIS: The challenge to the churches is to see the condition of lost people from every nation and then send their best people, invest their priority gifts and pray their most fervent, informed prayers that the nations may know Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.

     Churches can quickly slip into a mindset of inward focus and self-service.  While the Lord cares passionately about the spiritual health of the local church, He never intended for us to limit our ministry to the home field. 

     Paul determined that he would go until he had located as many places as he could where ground had yet to be broken for the gospel.  His calling was not to remain in one place to build on the foundations of others, but to keep going until those “who have not heard shall understand.”

I.  GROW A HEALTHY SPIRITUAL HOUSE

--Paul commends them as a healthy church and points out that they are doing well as the body of Christ right there in Rome.

--Many churches would think that they had arrived spiritually if the Apostle Paul bragged on them and said such nice things about the state of affairs in their local congregation.

Romans 15:14   And concerning you, my brethren, I myself also am convinced that you yourselves are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, and able also to admonish one another.

A.  YOU ARE FULL OF GOODNESS

--By the grace of Jesus Christ, the goodness of God is fully evident among you—goodness in character, not just in behavior.

ILLUS.  People can behave properly but not really be full of goodness—they behave well because they don’t want to face the consequences of getting caught.  Paul commends them for being full of goodness.  Their character reflects the goodness of God.

B.  YOU ARE FILLED WITH ALL KNOWLEDGE

--Through the faithful teaching of the truth of God’s Word among them, Paul notes that they have learned well and have come to a mature, complete understanding of godly knowledge.

--They are well taught, sound in doctrine, and can handle the deeper truths of God’s Word—as is obvious from the complex themes and profound theological subjects Paul addressed elsewhere in this epistle.

C.  YOU ARE COMPETENT TO COUNSEL ONE ANOTHER

--When issues arise among them, Paul makes it clear that he has every confidence that they are completely capable of handling them in the power of the Spirit and the truth of Christ.

--They have such a strong grasp of the principles and doctrines of Scripture that Paul affirms them and encourages them to remain diligent in building up the spiritual house—the body of Christ—there in Rome.

--But we then see that Paul’s words of appreciation for what God is doing in their local church does not give them reason to sit back and become satisfied with just “keeping house” until Jesus comes again.

Romans 15:15 But I have written very boldly to you on some points, so as to remind you again, because of the grace that was given me from God,
…and so Paul takes them from the lap of complacency to look at a compelling kingdom vision.

II.  CAST A COMPELLING KINGDOM VISION

--Beginning in Romans 15:15 with the word “but,” Paul builds his case for the church seeing itself as a sending people, not content to rest on past or present successes, but to see spiritual health as an indication that the people are ready to join in the greater Missio Dei—that the nations may know the grace of God in Jesus Christ.

--A local congregation, no matter how well it is doing internally, cannot be satisfied to say that it is following Christ when it ignores the compelling vision God has for all nations to come to know Him.

--So the vision of the local church is not complete until it looks beyond to the work of the kingdom in proclaiming the message of hope through the King, Jesus Christ.

--As a major leader in the work of Christ among them, Paul now asks them to lift their eyes beyond the immediate and see the greater intent of God’s reach to the nations.

Romans 15:16 to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles, ministering as a priest the gospel of God, that my offering of the Gentiles might become acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.
Gentiles = ethnos –in this case, simply anyone who was not Jewish; but more broadly it meant “a race, or nation” indicating that God wants to reach all nations, all peoples with the good news of Jesus Christ.
A.  SERVANTS OF CHRIST TO THE GENTILES

--“A minister (servant) of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles” sees them as a people who need saving just like the Jews did.

--In the church, we have access to the message in a thousand different ways, but we are not called just to serve Christ among those who already know, who have already heard.

--We are servants of Christ to reach out and go find those who have yet to believe and serve them well by telling them what Jesus Christ did for them too.

B.  PRIESTS OF THE GOSPEL FOR THE GENTILES

--We also see that we are called to serve as priests of the gospel for the sake of Gentiles who will never hear if we do not tell them of the love of God in Christ, of forgiveness to be found in His name and by His blood.

--We present Christ to them—and then when they draw near by faith and believe, we present them to Christ!

--What a joyful role to serve as priests of the gospel, representing a message of infinite mercy from God to a helpless race without God and without hope in this world and the next.

C.  WITNESSES OF POWER AMONG THE GENTILES

--As the gospel reaches unbelieving hearts, a miracle happens!  The power of God touches hearts hardened by sin and darkened by ignorance and awakens them to the saving grace of Jesus Christ (15:18-19).

--We are not in charge of coming up with a story to tell—we simply tell what Christ did in and through us, what God is capable of doing in the hearts and lives of anyone who will believe in His name and trust in Jesus Christ as Savior.

--This is a compelling vision of what the kingdom is supposed to be—not restricted to the local community of believers…strong and mature as they might be.

--It is the vision of seeing that we have been called to share in something far greater than what we can see with our own eyes and touch with our own hands.

--Paul says, “You are doing well!  I commend you!  …BUT, what about the Gentiles—the unbelieving multitude from every nation who have yet to believe?”

III.  GO AFTER THE UNREACHED PEOPLE

Romans 15:20-21 And thus I aspired to preach the gospel, not where Christ was  already named, that I might not build upon another man’s foundation;  21 but as it is written, “They who had no news of Him shall see,  and they who have not heard shall understand.”
--As if offering an explanation for why he dared not stay among the believers in Rome—or any one city for that matter—Paul says, “And thus I aspired to preach the gospel…”

--We need to go after the unreached…send our best for the worst of sinners…take the treasure and share it with the hopeless.

--Providence, God has been good to you…you are full of goodness…filled with all knowledge…competent to counsel one another in the tough times of life in Christ…

…But what about the nations!  What about those who have had no news…who have not heard?  Will we stay comfortably here while they still do not know?

CONCLUSION:  

     What do we do to keep a missions culture here at Providence?  In some respects, it can become a remote part of our ministry focus which does not really have much to do with you.

     But if we allow that to happen, we act irresponsibly and unbiblically as those who profess to follow Jesus Christ –whatever He says and wherever He sends.

     No, we do not believe everyone is a missionary by calling.  But we do believe that everyone who has a heart for Christ has a heart for missions.

What then can you do?

Here at home…

· Get out of the stands and onto the field!

     Watching others carry the load is unfair when there is so much that needs to be done.  We need hundreds of workers every week just to take care of basic responsibilities.

     Teaching and working with children and students is not glamorous but it is crucial to the future life of any church.  Serving one another is essential to a healthy spiritual house.

· Think like a missionary in this community.

     When we realize that 60% of the population here in our community do not attend church, how can we sit back, satisfied to let others serve us, teach us, even cater to us, when so many have no idea how to overcome their hopelessness.

     See your relationships as bridges that will open opportunities for you to offer the hope and life only Jesus Christ can give.  Invite people to join you here in worship…come to your home for a meal…love them till they ask you why!

· Expect that many among us will go—pray toward that end!

    One of the greatest hindrances to missions is the attitude that prevails in so many—“Lord, send someone, just not someone I care about!”
     In our families, in our Bible studies, in our small groups, from the times of corporate worship—our vision for reaching the nations should be cast in such a way that everyone knows that this is the norm!  Help promote and pray toward that vision becoming a permanent value of our ministry!

· Be generous—both here and abroad!

His work requires faithful, generous, sacrificial, consistent giving by the “home team.”  We cannot neglect the spiritual house where we are fed and where we serve, so we give generously of our tithes and offerings.  But neither can we be satisfied just giving at home when there is such opportunity, such need, and we are so blessed!

Plowing New Ground…

· Ask the Lord if He wants to send you.

     That may be a brand new thought for you so plow some new ground in your praying for God to show you His will.  He might have an assignment for you out among the nations!
     Be willing to go and see for yourself by taking a short-term trip if you need to do that, but give Him every opportunity to open your eyes to see what He has prepared for you.

· Do not be content with the “easy places.”

     One young woman from PBC agreed to go for two years to an easy place—English speaking, modern city, friendly to the gospel.  Once she agreed to go, the Lord asked her further to agree to a difficult place—non-English, tribal wars, rugged rural villages.  She met her husband in serving there, is raising her family there and is rejoicing in a blessed place…because God is with her there and therefore He makes the rough places smooth and brings joy in the offering of her life!

· Believe that if you are called, God will provide.

     Many commitments to missions have been abandoned somewhere along the way.  Perhaps you made a commitment in younger days but have still not gone—maybe because it was a decision made in haste and God did not actually call you.
     But some perhaps made the commitment but then did not believe God would take care of your needs, provide for your family, support your calling.  In some cases, sadly, the lack of faithfulness in giving did keep you back when you tried to go.  Well, maybe it’s time to try again!  Trust Him and watch what He will do!

· Let God’s heart for the nations grip your heart.

     As we have explored the Missio Dei, the mission of God, over the past few weeks, you have seen over and over again how deeply etched on the heart of God is His desire for the nations to be glad, to rejoice and to become a people who belong to Him, who are His worshipers.

     When the World Trade Center was burning, there was no time for committee meetings and budget discussions.  The crisis demanded an immediate response.

     As the world suffers hopelessly apart from Christ, the church can waste no time feathering its own nest while the nations perish “with no news of Him” who came to save them.  As a church, our position is clear—we are a kingdom-focused church, in love with Christ and ready to make His glory known to the ends of the earth.

     What is your commitment?  What has God called you to do?
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