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WHEN BOYS GROW UP

Genesis 1:26-31

INTRODUCTION:  Have you ever made the awful mistake of asking a woman when her baby is due only to find out she is not expecting a baby?  Hard to recover from that!  But probably a close second to that embarrassing moment is to confuse the gender of someone and say “Thank you, ma’am” only to have them tell you they are a guy!  Or “sir” when it is a “ma’am!”

     Part of the problem is that we live in a culture in which the lines of distinction have been blurred to the extent that in some places it is not considered bizarre to have uni-sex dressing rooms (as happened back when our kids were in high school)…or uni-sex restrooms.  The big push is on to erase the distinctives that God put in place for a reason.
     What then do we tell our little boys and little girls when they want to know what it is like to be a man…a woman?  Can we answer their question in a biblical manner and not worry what others think?
THESIS: God made man and woman different by design, not by mistake, because we glorify Him best when we grow up to maturity in the way that best reflects the image of Christ.
Contrary to current misrepresentations, men and women are different by design.  Three important truths from Scripture need to be understood and believed if we are to gain the proper perspective on this controversial subject:

1.  The differences are God’s idea

2.  Sin messed us up

3.  Grace has rescued us to restore us

I.  THE DIGNITY AND DISTINCTIVENESS OF GOD'S DESIGN

--When God created the human race, He did so by making us in His own image so that we would be image-bearers of our Creator.

--According to that design, He intentionally distinguished between the two He created and made them as male and female--each with appropriate dignity and each with special distinctiveness.

Genesis 1:27 And God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.
--Since He was working without constraints on what He could and could not do, we can conclude that this aspect of His design was for His glory to be revealed in its best light...for His purposes to be fulfilled in the best way.
A.  DIGNIFIED BY THE CREATOR'S IMAGE

--When God created the human race, He announced what He was getting ready to do and introduced us for the first time to the idea that of all creation, only man was to bear the image of the Creator.
--So it was that in His image, according to His likeness, man was created--"male and female He created them."

--Right from the beginning, gender distinctiveness was granted divine dignity--equal in standing before God as image bearers but different from one another by design to best bear His image by fulfilling their unique roles.

B.  DISTINCTIVE BY THE CREATOR'S DESIGN

--It pleased God to make us different--to make man and create us male and female.

1.  Differentiated from one another for God's purposes

--Without any need to prove the obvious, male and female means different--physically we have no questions...emotionally and relationally we observe major differences...even the way we think and feel about ourselves, our personhood is shaped by whether we are male or female.

--There is no attempt to hide those distinctions in Scripture, nor is there any effort to give either male or female anything less than a position of spiritual equality and value before God.

--But in His infinite goodness and wisdom, God made the conscious choice to make us different by design because in doing so He will be most glorified!
2.  Distinctions preceded the fall into sin

--These distinctions are not the result of the fall, but of the Creator's design when He made us male and female--distinguished us from one another from the start.
Note:  Many in our day have tried to assign the differing roles to the result of the fall in Genesis 3 giving them grounds in their minds for dismissing the distinctions when sin is defeated at the cross.  The fact that the differences were part of creation means that when we come to Christ, those distinctions regarding our design do not disappear.  The differing roles of men and women do not mean that they are not of equal value to God; those differences were not introduced by the fall, but were inherent in creation.  They were, however, corrupted by the fall and hence the conflict and confusion of sin's consequences are still rampant today.
II.  THE CONFLICT AND CONFUSION OF SIN'S CONSEQUENCES
Genesis 3:9-10 Then the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?”  10 And he said, “I heard the sound of Thee in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid myself.”

--The impact of sin sent devastating ripples in every direction, destroying man’s relationship with God and introducing permanent conflict into the relationship between the man and the woman.

--Hiding from God, from each other and from their own understanding of who they were, man and woman found themselves conflicted and confused—their identities, their very personhood coming into question.

A.  GENDER CONFUSION

--When sin destroyed our relationships with God and each other, it also did a thorough job of distorting our understanding of ourselves and of God's purposes and desires.
--The inability of our culture--and even the church--to grapple with gender identity has resulted in profound confusion ...identity crises and consequences ...purposeless pursuits ...all because men do not know what it really means to be men, and women do not know what it really means to be women.

John Piper -- Confusion over the meaning of sexual personhood today is epidemic.  The consequence of this confusion is not a free and happy harmony among gender-free persons relating on the basis of abstract competencies.  The consequence rather is more divorce, more homosexuality, more sexual abuse, more promiscuity, more social awkwardness, and more emotional distress and suicide that come with the loss of God-given identity. (What's the Difference, p. 17)
B. PROBLEMATIC PURSUITS

--Men try to "prove" their masculinity in inappropriate ways and women try to "prove" their equality in compromised manners.
1.  Redefining Femininity

--Somewhere along the way--with its origins back in the Garden of Eden--women became dissatisfied with being women.

--The concept of being feminine began to be perceived as demeaning and insulting at one extreme, or as alluring and sensual on the other.

--The distortion of true biblical femininity has resulted in a redefinition of what it means to be female that rejects or revises a biblical understanding that being a woman is valuable in a way that preserves both God's dignity and distinctiveness.  [That is the topic for next week!]
2.  Misunderstanding Masculinity

--When sin reigns, men are confused about what it means to be men--what masculine looks like and how it is modeled.

a.  Tough guy image

--There is a culturally propagated image of a "man's man, a real man" which is a ridiculous stereotype that comes from a distorted, unrealistic and problematic understanding of what it means to be a man.

Alcohol--ability to consume alcohol or other addictive substances without being affected or caring
Athletics--ability to perform feats of physical strength and skill in competition with others

Stoicism--ability to endure pain with no indication it affects you (emotionally or physically--"no crying!")

b.  Sexual predator image

--Another ridiculous stereotype paints a "real man" as one who uses women for his own pleasure and cannot be satisfied with anything less than a string of conquests.

--How demeaning to men and women and yet how pervasive throughout our culture!
c.  Inept bumbler image

--Once the "man's man" becomes a family man in nearly all representations of him in the entertainment world, he becomes this ridiculous caricature of an idiot who depends upon the intelligence of his wife and children to protect him from his own foolish ideas and actions.

--This is "sitcom man," the laughingstock of the culture who is routinely mocked and disregarded as someone to be valued, respected or imitated.

--If you can think of a married, family man on television who is not portrayed in this way, you are thinking of an exception to this pattern!
C.  RELUCTANT RESPONSIBILITY

--What we are witnessing in our day is a growing reluctance to accept responsibility to become the person God intended.

--Boys who do not appreciate or value what it means to become men see no reason to aspire to what has been stripped of importance and treated as insignificant.

ILLUS.  How else can we explain a culture that has young men who should be maturing and growing up to be men at a loss to figure out what that even means, why that is important?
     Why not take one of two extremes--1) define yourself as manly by marrying very young to affirm your masculinity--or 2) postponing life and responsibility for as long as possible by a state of perpetual adolescence (by staying in school as long as you can, staying up late into the night playing video games, watching sports and playing fantasy sports, dating recreationally with no intent of committing to a grown-up world of marriage, etc.).
     Why bother to accept the responsibility of growing up if you see no reason for it...no value in it...no God-glorifying design behind it?  So we are witnessing a generation of boys who refuse to grow up.  Peter Pan in Neverland lives still in a culture where boys never have to grow up!
III.  THE MODEL AND MEASURE OF MASCULINE MATURITY
--The gospel rescues us from the distortions of sin and restores biblical gender roles to God’s original intent.
--That means that Christian men and women need to pursue biblical manhood and womanhood, long to become what Christ calls us to be, and commit themselves to live up to the model and measure of God’s design for maturity.

Ephesians 4:15 but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him, who is the head, even Christ,
--For boys to look forward to growing up and becoming men, we need a clear picture of what God in His infinite wisdom designed a man to be.

--Even in the body of Christ, we have not given them the kind of model they need to inspire their ambitions and whet their appetite for the right way to live as a man of God!

--When we look at the Scriptures, there is not a chapter or verse that explains what a boy is supposed to be when he grows up, but through a series of passages we are given a model and measure of that through the descriptions given of the roles and expectations upon him as a man.
A.  PURSUE GROWTH AND MATURITY IN ALL GODLINESS

--Of all the pursuits in our lives, why is it that the one that matters most is valued least?

--The pursuit of the things of this world, even when successful, leads to dead ends, but the pursuit of growth and maturity in all godliness through Jesus Christ produces lasting treasure.

1.  The Measure of a Man in Christ – 1 Timothy 3:1-7
--When Paul wrote to two of his protégés, Timothy and Titus, he included some specific instruction about the kind of man who should be entrusted with leadership—particularly in the church and generally everywhere else.

--The maturity of that kind of man, he wrote, can be found in how he measures up to God’s standards as one who conforms to the image of Christ.

--In those two epistles, Paul listed over twenty characteristics of godliness found in a man who lives for Jesus Christ and is the epitome of a man’s man.

1. Overall spiritual maturity—a well-rounded man

2. Above reproach—a man with no accusation that will stick

3. Husband of one wife—morally pure

4. Temperate—balanced in words and actions

5. Prudent—wise and humble

6. Respectable—a good role model

7. Hospitable—unselfish and generous

8. Able to teach—communicates sensitively in a nonthreatening and nondefensive manner

9. Not addicted to wine—or any other substance

10. Not self-willed—not self-centered, stubborn or controlling

11. Not quick-tempered—no sinful anger present

12. Not pugnacious—not abusive, given to physical violence

13. Gentle—sensitive, loving and kind

14. Peaceable—neither divisive or argumentative

15. Free from the love of money—not materialistic, greedy

16. Manages own household well—good husband and dad

17. Loves what is good—loves and pursues godliness

18. Just—wise, discerning, nonprejudiced, fair

19. Devout—holy, devoted to God

20. Self-controlled​​--disciplined
--These characteristics were listed for those who aspired to be leaders in the church, but as you can see, these can be the goal of every man of God.

--Obviously, many of these things would be godly pursuits for a woman as well, but when boys do not see their role models, the men in their lives, making any progress or taking any meaningful interest in such things, why should they aspire to have those things become true of them?
2.  The Maturity of a Man in Christ

--He will desire above everything else to be made complete in Christ, to conform to His image and to put on Christ.

1Corinthians 16:13 Be on the alert, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong.
--What does a mature man act like?  He will be like Christ, complete in Him, which should be the desire of every boy to grow up to be a man of God whose life is shaped, molded by Christ.
--Without specific reference to his relationship with woman, the man has an identity as a man whether he is married or not.
--In other words, our identity as a mature man does not depend only upon our relationships with women, but as God Himself has formed us to be masculine in His eyes.
a.  A Sacrificial Servant who selflessly loves
Matthew 20:28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”
--It may seem odd to begin a description of true manhood with servanthood, but for those who are in Christ being restored to the image of God, He showed His love best in taking the role of a servant.

--If you want to be a real man, a mature man, the place to start is with an attitude that refuses to live for yourself but takes great delight in assuming the low place of humble service to others.

b.  A Benevolent King who wisely leads

Luke 22:25-26 Jesus said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those who exercise authority over them call themselves Benefactors.  26 But you are not to be like that. Instead, the greatest among you should be like the youngest, and the one who rules like the one who serves.
--Yet as Christ was a servant, He is also a King and so real men take their roles of leadership seriously and look to provide wisdom and godly direction to those influenced by them.

--When we grow to become mature, we are not willing to be indifferent to the way we are leading—the direction we happen to be heading ourselves must be for the good of those who choose to follow us because we want to serve them more than ourselves.

c.  A Gentle Shepherd who patiently cares

Psalms 78:72 So he shepherded them according to the integrity of his heart, And guided them with his skillful hands.
--With real men, there is no fear of tenderness and gentleness, no risk in caring for someone and showing it.

--Only insecure and immature men withhold their affections and act impatiently when the people around them expect them to demonstrate that they care.

--Mature men will guide those around them with gentleness and meekness, not intimidation and demands…we are shepherds leading with care, not cattle herders driving by force.
d.  A Teacher/Priest who faithfully instructs

Psalms 119:9, 11  How can a young man keep his way pure? By living according to your word… 11 I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you. 
--Then when we have learned to live in the light of the Word of God, we gladly and humbly pass on the truth to others.

--We are faithful to take what we have learned and teach others what it means to know and love and live for the Lord—we are not afraid to teach the boys and men around us to be biblical, to be Christ-like—and to “man up” and grow up to be like Him.

e.  A Victorious Warrior who diligently defends

Zephaniah 3:17 “The LORD your God is in your midst, A victorious warrior. He will exult over you with joy, He will be quiet in His love, He will rejoice over you with shouts of joy.
--Most guys love the idea of being a defender of the weak and helpless, saving the day, protecting the vulnerable.

--God calls us to stand up for those who cannot do so for themselves, to be their victorious warriors and in the power of Christ see people rescued from the dangers of a world set against the Lord.

--We speak up for truth and justice, and we do so with love and compassion, as those who know we serve a God who is mighty to save!

--Real men, mature men, do that and are courageous and strong in the Lord as they fight the right battles in the right strength.
B.  LEAD, PROVIDE AND PROTECT WITH HUMILITY AND love
--As he becomes a husband and father, a man continues to grow to maturity in all that goes with his identity as a man and then goes further to exercise his manhood in relationship to his wife.
--In most of our lives, our manhood will not be lived just with men so it is important to understand the intricate ways God has designed us to live for His glory, according to His design, with the women He has placed around us.
Note: We will address those issues in more detail in a couple of weeks when we talk about “Relationships that Work.”  Not to leave the women out, next week we will talk about womanhood in a message entitled, “Adorned with Godliness.”
CONCLUSION:  The body of Christ fails in its calling when it leaves undone what ought to be done.  We ought to teach and model biblical manhood and womanhood according to the Scriptures, not according to the trends of the culture.


Boys need to know that God created them to grow up to be men.  They need to understand what great value there is in that and not sense that to be godly men requires an apology.


We have failed them and their sisters when we accept a world in which God’s design for manhood is pushed aside and rejected.  Our daughters will not understand what to look for in a husband and our sons will not recognize what they are to become as a man if we allow our perspective and our expectations to be determined by unbiblical standards and undermined by agendas which reject God’s design in all things.


By emphasizing the values of this world instead of the values of the kingdom of Christ, we set our children—and eventually our young men and women—on a foolish pursuit of a life God never intended for us.

James Dobson wrote:

   In my view, America’s greatest need is for husbands to begin guiding their families, rather than pouring every physical and emotional resource into the mere acquisition of money.

To which I might add…

   …and into the pursuit of vain efforts to define who we are based on unbiblical and ungodly ambitions and aspirations.

Boys, grow up to be men of God!  Let no one sell you short of all that God has designed you to be.  Men and women, boys and girls, are different by design.  Sin and living in a fallen world have messed all that up—but through Jesus Christ, we have been rescued by grace!

As new creatures in Christ, let us aspire to live up to all that He has desired for us to be!  May our identity be found in Christ—and in Christ may we understand what it means to be godly men for His glory and the good of others.
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