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ADORNED WITH GODLINESS

Genesis 1:26-27

INTRODUCTION:  Do men appreciate women?  I know, some do and some don’t!  I remember back in college, fraternity guys used to sit on the walls surrounding the quad and as girls walked by they would hold up cards rating them from 1-10!  How hard it must have been as a girl not to want to go feed those cards to those no-class bums!

     How far have we fallen from the dignity and distinctiveness of God’s design for men and women?  Man looks at the outside but God looks at the heart.  As men demean and insult women by their arrogant assessments—and as women cave in to those judgments and try to live up to them—we have to ask ourselves, “What would God consider a 10?”

     In our study this morning, we will see that God’s point of view is all that really matters—but we have to wrestle with our perceptions that have been shaped by fallen, sinful perspectives and allow the Lord to revise our understanding and restore our ability to believe what is true about ourselves.
THESIS: When God created man in His own image, He created the man to be masculine and the woman to be feminine in order to demonstrate pure godliness in each.

     In the creation of man, God determined that the best expression of His image would be carried out in man as male and female.  Therefore, we need to understand and embrace the uniqueness of what He has done to best glorify His name.
I.  THE DIGNITY AND DISTINCTIVENESS OF GOD’S DESIGN

--God culminated the work of creation by creating man in His image, an act of creation that did at least two things:

· Dignified humanity as His image-bearer

· Distinguished humanity into male and female

II.  THE CONFLICT AND CONFUSION OF SIN’S CONSEQUENCES

--Just as we addressed the problems created by sin in our understanding of the masculine identity of a man, we see it today in a “redefined” femininity.

--Many women in our culture find themselves conflicted by the strong differences of opinion about what it means to be a woman.

--There is much confusion at either end of the spectrum of how women are allowed to think of themselves.

A.  EXTREME ONE:  ALL THAT GOD INTENDS FOR THE HUMAN RACE IS FOUND IN WOMAN

Genesis 3:16 To the woman He said, “I will greatly multiply Your pain in childbirth, in pain you shall bring forth children; yet your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you.”

--Since the fall, one of the consequences of sin has been a desire for woman to rule over man—not just be equal with him but to rule over him.

--In more radical circles of the feminist camp are women who reject the need for men altogether except for the propagation of the species.

--Any suggestion that God’s design for distinctions between male and female is met with either mocking or hostility.

B.  EXTREME TWO:  MY IDENTITY DEPENDS UPON THE OPINIONS OF MEN

--Just as sad are those on the other end of the spectrum who have believed that they have no value or identity unless men give it to them.

--Being a bearer of the image of God does not satisfy or secure their need for a meaningful identity so they are constantly trying to find their worth in the eyes and opinions of their male counterparts.

ILLUS.  How sad that some women cannot accept that they are valued and viewed as worthy image-bearers simply because God created them to be feminine.
     They neither have to assume masculine traits or roles to have worth, nor do they have to gain male approval or work their way into the favor of men.
     God has made women—and he created them to be feminine females—not as the product of culture and environment, but according to the design of the Creator.

III.  THE MODEL AND MEASURE OF FEMININE MATURITY

--When little girls grow up, as they mature into women, what does God intend for that maturity to look like…what are they becoming as they are being made complete in Christ?

Ruth 3:11 “And now, my daughter, do not fear. I will do for you whatever you ask, for all my people in the city know that you are a woman of excellence….[woman of noble character…a worthy woman]
--When God sees a woman of excellence, what does He look for as evidence that she is growing up to maturity according to His design?

A.  A WOMAN WHO KNOWS THAT HER IDENTITY RESTS IN HER CREATOR

--The knowledge of who you are begins with a proper recognition that God is the Creator—that you are not merely the product of your environment, your up-bringing.

--When the Bible tells us that God created man, “male and female He created them,” that creative act falls in line with everything we know to be true of Him…He does all things well, all things for His glory, and all those things are good.

Psa. 139:14 I will give thanks to Thee, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; Wonderful are Thy works, And my soul knows it very well. 
--Once that is settled—and settled well in our understanding—accepting our biblical, God-given identity is much easier.

1.  God is her Creator and made all things well

--When men stand in front of a mirror, they tend to look for the one good feature they can find—women tend to focus on that one feature that seems to represent the only mistake God ever made!

--If we can become satisfied with what God has done, and conclude that He is your creator and loves what He has done with you, what a great release that is!

2.  God is her Father and calls her His own

--That paves the way to understand and believe God when He tells us that He has chosen us and has adopted us as His own children.

--What a joy it is to find in Him the true Father all of us need—in spite of the protests of feminists!

J. I. Packer – “If you want to judge how well a person understands Christianity, find out how much he makes of the thought of being God’s child, and having God as His Father.  If this is not the thought that prompts and controls his worship and prayers and his whole outlook on life, it means that he does not understand Christianity very well at all.  For everything that Christ taught, everything that makes the New Testament new, and better than the Old, everything that is distinctively Christian as opposed to merely Jewish, is summed up in the knowledge of the Fatherhood of God.  “Father” is the Christian name for God.”  (J.I. Packer, Knowing God, InterVarsity, 1973/1993), p. 201-202)
--If I trust and adore my Father, and He assures me that my identity arises from who He is—after all, I am called to bear His image—then as a woman of God your good relationship with your heavenly Father shapes your perception of yourself in the most extraordinary way.

B.  A WOMaN WHOSE INNER BEAUTY SETS HER APART AS BEARER OF HIS GLORY

--Once my identity is confirmed in the Father, and I realize that eternity will be the measure of my life, then I shift from a temporal, world-based standard of measurement when I look at my life to see if I “measure up.”

--How will you measure up by the world’s standards?

ILLUS.  News this week announced that fashion shows in France will no longer accept female models who are too thin!  The new standard requires that they appear to have eaten this year!
     Standards of beauty for women continue to present a moving target for each generation.  Tan and athletic was the norm a few years ago—now tan represents skin cancer and suggests a devil-may-care attitude toward life.  Athletic is still good, but emaciated is not!  Too much weight—not good!  Too much weight in some areas—very good?
     Girls know better than to ask their fathers—they don’t believe what they say.  They often cannot trust their mothers because they sense that they may be viewing their daughters as competitors.
     What are girls to do when they want to know what the standard of beauty is supposed to be?  And can they meet that standard?

--The world around you is fickle!  The standard for beauty that should matter is what your Father in heaven has said will make you gloriously attractive, beautiful in all that counts.

1 Peter 3:3-5 And let not your adornment be merely external — braiding the hair, and wearing gold jewelry, or putting on dresses;  4 but let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the imperishable quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is precious in the sight of God.  5 For in this way in former times the holy women also, who hoped in God, used to adorn themselves, being submissive to their own husbands.

1.  Beautiful through External Modesty

--I recently heard that some Christian women in our college ministry have adopted a helpful phrase which gets to the point:  “Modest is hottest!”

--If you are comfortable with your identity as a woman, you will not have to dress and present yourself in ways that tempt men to look at you inappropriately and women to look at you competitively.

--If you know that your beauty is not skin-deep but “soul-deep” then that understanding will influence the degree to which you choose to emphasize the physical instead of the spiritual in what is important in how you want people to see you.

Note:  During the summer, we have actually had men ask if we would say something publicly to the young girls—and their mothers—about their choices of outward adornment—or lack of it!
    If beauty is the inner person of the soul, that should shape how decisions are made regarding external adornment!

--Peter makes a strong statement about the inner beauty of the soul, but not in a way that women should not pay any attention to the outward appearance—just not let it be the main thing—nor the kind of thing that undermines the message you want to send about the adornment of purity and godliness.

2.  Radiant through Inner Adornment

--From God’s perspective, you are most beautiful when your life is most focused on living for the glory of God!

--When it is noted that your beauty stands out to God before anyone else can see it (“the hidden person of the heart”), godly women should understand that that kind of inner adornment may not appear to be effective in attracting the kind of attention that used to matter to you.

--But when boys grow up to become godly men, they learn how to recognize true beauty and are attracted to those women who bear a striking resemblance to and accurately reflect the image of God.

Note:  Men need to mature in that regard and not get stuck in this world’s definitions of beauty but learn to see what God sees when He looks at His daughters.  How many Christian men have overlooked a beauty from heaven because their eyes and hormones were held hostage by an illusion—which soon gave way to disillusion when the packaging did not match what was inside!

--How do you recognize that kind of beauty and appreciate what God has created to be adorned with godliness and a holy beauty that reveals His character?

C.  A WOMAN WHOSE CHARACTER STANDS OUT AS TRUSTWORTHY IN ALL THINGS

--In one of the most intimidating passages in Scripture—as far as raising the bar for our aspirations—Proverbs 31 amazes us with what God sees as possible for any woman willing to find her character in Him.

--The specific context speaks of the “excellent wife” but the standard is set for women of God whatever their status.

1.  Serves others and does them good  

--A woman of godly character sees herself as one who lives to serve Christ and others in His name.

--Compare that with the constant insistence on doing what you want, what is best for you, what will assert your rights, what will keep people from taking advantage of you…ad nauseum.

--True godliness in a woman—just as in a man—is not measured by demanding to have things your way but relishes the opportunity to do good for others and seek ways to serve them.

Prov. 31:11-12, 20 The heart of her husband trusts in her, and he will have no lack of gain.  12 She does him good and not evil all the days of her life…  20 She extends her hand to the poor; And she stretches out her hands to the needy.
--Her character is revealed in her servant heart and ability to see what is good for others and she does it!  Even when no one else sees or knows…she just does it!

2.  Works diligently and builds strength 

Proverbs 31:13-19

--For those who would insist that a true woman of God sits patiently at home and reads quietly to her children all day, Proverbs explodes that notion of godliness!

--This woman of excellence labors diligently and uses not only her mind but her physical strength to accomplish an amazing array of feats.

--She is a skilled artisan who delights in her handiwork

…a tireless worker who rises early to get the work done and models a serious work ethic

…a shrewd negotiator and business woman who buys and sells products and property

…a good planner who makes sure her family does not run out of oil for the lamps, food in the pantry, clothes in the closet

--Frankly, in our culture, this is the kind of woman who intimidates weak-willed men with low ambitions and self-esteem!

--Be faithful to your calling and grow strong in your labors as you fulfill your gifting and your responsibilities with grace, humility and gentleness.

3.  Trusts the Lord and casts her anxiety on Him

--This kind of woman also reveals a quiet and gentle confidence in the Lord by the way she simply and consistently trusts Him.

--Rather than fretting and worrying about all that needs to be done…all that threatens her security…all that falls outside her reach…she trust in the Lord and refuses to grow anxious.

Prov. 31:25 Strength and dignity are her clothing, And she smiles at the future. 
--God is her resting place, her stronghold, her confidence, and she looks to the future with peace…and smiles into the face of God even when storms gather around her.

1Pet. 5:7 Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. 
4.  Cultivates her skills and shares her wisdom

Prov. 31:26 She opens her mouth in wisdom, and the teaching of kindness is on her tongue. 
--Over the course of her life, she learns many valuable lessons about her work…her family…her relationship with her heavenly Father…her source of strength and peace and contentment—she cultivates a healthy perspective born out of a profound and deep wisdom.

--As a woman of wisdom, she finds delight in sharing what she has learned with others and is a valued source of knowledge, discernment, skills, understanding and wisdom for any who are willing to listen and learn.

--She does not force her wisdom on others but with kindness teaches those who are blessed to listen to the words falling from her lips.

5.  Helps gladly and nurtures tenderly

--Along the way, she has learned that her primary role is not to lead the way, but to help those who do.

--When woman was created, God called her to be a helper and later on refers to her role as nurturer.

Gen. 2:18   Then the LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make him a helper suitable for him.” 
--What amazing value God has placed in those who choose His ways and find satisfaction and delight in leading when they must and helping when they can!

--The picture of a godly woman as one who nurtures what is good in others, helps them with a glad and grateful heart without trying to grab the reins and seize control—what a tender picture of God’s character revealed in a godly woman.

--Through godly influence, a woman with godly character often succeeds better than someone with a demanding character and an arrogant spirit.

--Those she nurtures and helps see it and give thanks for such a woman!

Prov. 31:28-29 Her children rise up and bless her; Her husband also, and he praises her, saying:  29 “Many daughters have done nobly, But you excel them all.” 
--Shame on us if we neglect to praise such a woman of godly character and esteem her, cherish her and bless the Lord for her!

D.  A WOMAN WHO FEARS THE LORD AS A DEVOTED FOLLOWER OF CHRIST

Proverbs 31:30 Charm is deceitful and beauty is vain, But a woman who fears the LORD, she shall be praised.
--As he summarizes his praise of an excellent woman, he issues a challenge for every woman, an aspiration each one can pursue passionately and with a guarantee of satisfaction and contentment.

1.  Knowing and fearing the Lord is the highest of all callings

--She gets it…appreciates it…values it—giving herself with selfless abandon to Jesus Christ means more to her than anything this world has to offer.

· She seeks first His kingdom

· She sets her mind and heart on things above

· She sees His beauty and gazes upon His glory and is satisfied

2.  Bearing the image of the Lord is the greatest of all ambitions

--Her ambition is to be a mirror of His glory, a reflection of His beauty, a faithful bearer of His image.
CONCLUSION:  When all around you there are women who suffer from crippling insecurities—who live in the pursuit of the superficial—who are never satisfied—what can you offer them instead?

   Don’t let the world around you squeeze you into its own mould, but let God re-mould your minds from within… (Romans 12:2a, J. B. Phillips)

     What the world needs is a generation of women who need no other affirmation, no one else to cherish them but their Father in heaven.  While the world rates you by an unfair, unkind and unreachable standard, God calls you His own and delights in you!

     When women of God stand with confidence before His throne and hear His words praising them for being women of noble character, worthy of the name “woman,” they can rejoice.

     When women of God look into the eyes of their heavenly Father and hear Him say that He treasures them and cherishes them, as the psalmist says, “What can man do to me?” when the Lord sees them as most desirable.

     Take your place in His presence.  Be satisfied with the goodness of His house, the pleasure of His love, the affirmation of your God-given femininity.  Live for Jesus Christ and be transformed by the renewing of your mind so that you can see what you were really meant to be when God adorned you with the grace of godliness and called you “Woman!”
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