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IN THE EYES OF THE SAVIOR

Hebrews 10:5-18

INTRODUCTION:  A good friend recently gave me his tickets for a college football game—he said they were pretty good seats but I did not realize until we got there that my seat was on the 50 yard line, about half-way up the stands.  It was a great place to watch a game!

     On one other occasion, someone gave me seats on the 50 yard line also…but they were on the first row, field level…behind the bench and the big, tall, wide players!  I couldn’t see the game at all!

     In both cases, I was right in the middle of things, but in one case the seats were up high enough to see with great perspective all that went on.  In the other, I was close to the action but too close to see what was happening.

     But what must the incarnation have looked like in the eyes of Jesus?  His perspective from the 50 yard line of His throne in heaven gave Him the greatest possible view of all that was involved in coming to earth and becoming a man.

     For over thirty years of preaching at Christmas, I realized recently that nearly all of the messages I have preached or heard looked at the birth of Jesus though the eyes of those who were witnesses, such as shepherds, magi, Joseph, Mary, Simeon, Anna, King Herod.  Frankly, some very imaginative scenarios have been developed from the limited accounts we have!

     Again, we are cautioned against speculating, or even making things up, to suit our biases of what we would like to think it was like for Him.  But there is some specific information given to us that helps us understand this better—today we focus on the information in the book of Hebrews in the New Testament.

THESIS: God is not interested in having us show Him and give Him what we have done for Him, but He wants to show us and give us what He has done for us in Jesus Christ.

I.  BLINDED EYES OF A PEOPLE WITHOUT HOPE

--People who have no hope are blind to the wonder of Christ coming into the world.

A.  INVENTING REALITY

--Contrary to popular belief, we cannot make something real just because we would like it to be so.

--By living in a fantasy world that imagines that man is essentially good and his existence is merely accidental, the place of religion plays a limited role in the lives of most people.

--When our invented reality leads people to pretend to be shocked by improper behavior, resentful of natural disasters, confused by senseless violence and surprised by evil deeds, we just invent another reality to explain what we want to believe—but we cannot bring ourselves to believe God’s explanation in the Scripture.

B. IMAGINING THEIR GOD

--Since we prefer to dismiss God’s perspective on the true nature of the world He created, people usually resort to redefining God—resulting in the worship of idols.

--Idolatry is simply entertaining thoughts and ideas about God which are inconsistent with and unworthy of who He truly is…not just little carvings and statues, but idols of the heart and mind that are often more powerful than the other kinds.

--Two primary approaches are used in the redefining and imagining of these gods: idolizing humanity and diminishing deity.

1.  Idolizing Humanity:  Elevate the value of human character and effort

a.  Ineffective sacrifices

Hebrews 10:1, 4   For the Law, since it has only a shadow of the good things to come and not the very form of things, can never by the same sacrifices year by year, which they offer continually, make perfect those who draw near…4 For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.
b.  Performance-based acceptance

Hebrews 10:8 After saying above, “Sacrifices and offerings and whole burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin Thou hast not desired, nor hast Thou taken pleasure in them” (which are offered according to the Law),
1)  God finds no pleasure in outward duties

2)  God looks at the inner person of the heart

3)  Man finds no pleasure or peace in his performance

--Knowing deep down that our meager efforts cannot satisfy God (we cannot even satisfy the scaled-down models of gods we invent and imagine), we suffer from…

…Insecurity…poor self-esteem…fear…no joy or peace…no sense of belonging to God, or being unconditionally loved and accepted by Him.

c.  Trivialization of sin

--For me to survive in a world of my own creation, I will have to minimize the consequences of not even living up to the standard of righteousness that I believe in.

--Therefore, I must make sin far less serious than the Scriptures say it is…its consequence far less fatal than Jesus says…its impact far less reaching than experience tells me.

--But even then, I am only half-way there so I have to …

2.  Diminishing Deity:  Lower the value of God’s nature and worth

--Since we cannot get ourselves high enough to measure up to God’s perfect standard, since the beginning the human race has attempted to bring God down to our size.

--Rather than understanding that all we know about God is the result of revelation not speculation—we try to accommodate whatever we would like to be true about God and assemble them into our own private definitions.

ILLUS.  There was an article in the newspaper this week about “do-it-yourself” religions that have become very popular in a world where truth is an alien concept.
     Many times my conversations about God begin by listening to people tell me how different their god is from mine—but it seldom occurs to them that God is not defined by me or by them.  He simply is who He is…and always has been and ever will be!  All that we know about Him has been revealed by Him…not dreamed up by us!
     If you happen to be among those who think you can make up your own faith and define what spiritual pursuit fits you best, the very fact of the incarnation of Jesus Christ should serve to warn you of the foolishness and futility of such a deadly miscalculation!

--In the incarnation, we see God in flesh revealed so that anyone who desires to know the truth can look at the fullness of God in bodily form in the person of Jesus Christ.

Colossians 1:19 For it was the Father’s good pleasure for all the fulness to dwell in Him… 2:9-10 For in Him all the fulness of Deity dwells in bodily form,  10 and in Him you have been made complete, and He is the head over all rule and authority
II.  PERFECT PERSPECTIVE OF A SAVIOR WITHOUT FAULT

--What was Jesus thinking as He entered the world He had made?  What was on His mind at the point of the incarnation?  What could He see from where He was that we could never know about if He did not tell us?

--Rather than speculate on this matter, a couple of verses speak to this directly:

  Revelation

John 18:37 Pilate therefore said to Him, “So You are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say correctly that I am a king. For this I have been born, and for this I have come into the world, to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.”

  Redemption

Hebrews 10:5 Therefore, when He comes into the world, He says, “Sacrifice and offering Thou hast not desired, But a body Thou hast prepared for Me;
A.  SENT TO DO THE FATHER’S WILL 

--The incarnation was specifically in line with all that had been determined in eternity past to fulfill the will of God.

Hebrews 10:7, 9 “Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come (In the roll of the book it is written of Me) To do Thy will, O God.’” …9 then He said, “Behold, I have come to do Thy will.” He takes away the first in order to establish the second.
B.  GAVE HIMSELF ONCE FOR ALL

--All that the human race had tried to do to compensate for their failures, their sins and their estrangement from God, Christ now did perfectly—not over and over again, but once for all!

Hebrews 10:10 By this will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.
1.  Entered His World

10:5, 7, 9

--The long-awaited Savior who was to come has come just as He promised.

--He has entered the world in the flesh, the living, eternal Word became a man—this is the incarnation!

--The world He created by the word of His mouth, He now enters as a member of the human race—but without the sin nature shared by all those born of the seed of Adam.

2.  Offered His Body

10:10, 12

--The means by which He entered the world—in the flesh of humanity—He now willingly offers as a sacrifice to pay the penalty for our sins.

--Nothing else could ever satisfy the wrath of God against sin but the blood shed from the body of the Holy One of God—no goats, no bulls, no lambs…just the perfect Lamb of God, His only begotten Son, Jesus Christ!

3.  Forgave His People

10:17

--The sin which separates us from God has been removed forever and its guilt taken away, never to be remembered.

Note:  His detractors asked, “Can anyone but God forgive sin?” (Luke 5:21)  The answer is “NO!”  Only He forgives sins when its penalty has been removed and that is possible only in the sacrifice of the life of Christ.

--Have you experienced forgiveness from Jesus Christ?

--The sin that has broken you down and kept you from ever knowing God—do you still bear the weight of it?

--All that is needed to forgive you completely has been accomplished fully by Jesus Christ!

4.  Took His Seat

10:12

--In the Old Covenant, the High Priest would enter the Holy of Holies in the Temple once a year to offer sacrifices for the sins of the people Israel.

--Because of the awe and reverential fear associated with going into that holy place, no high priest dared delay his work—he got it done and got out!

--But when Christ, our perfect High Priest, finished offering His sacrifice, giving His own life for our sins, dealing a death blow to the power of sin and death—the text says, “He sat down at the right hand of God.”

--Nothing remained to be done by man or God that had not been completely and perfectly finished by Jesus Christ!

Note:  When Creation was completed, God rested—mission accomplished!
     When the re-Creation was complete, Christ sat down—the word of redemption perfectly accomplished…once for all!

5.  Subjected His Enemies

10:13

--One day the enemies of Christ will be crushed and the Savior will triumph over them having completely disarmed them by His eternal and almighty power!

Colossians 2:15 When He had disarmed the rulers and authorities, He made a public display of them, having triumphed over them through Him.
6.  Perfected His Followers

10:14

--Everything essential for our salvation is already included in the gift of grace Jesus Christ gives to us.

--The process is still going on in us by the ministry of the Holy Spirit, but everything necessary to complete that work of making us holy—sanctifying us—is already complete in the incarnate One!

7.  Revealed His Will

10:16

--His will is now sealed away in our hearts and minds, written there indelibly by the Spirit!

C.  OPENED FOR US THE WAY OF LIFE

Hebrews 10:15-16 And the Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; for after saying,  16 “This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, says the Lord: I will put My laws upon their heart, and upon their mind I will write them,” He then says,
  The new way of life, the new reality He brings into being, is…

1.  Written on our minds and put on our hearts

--We can know Him and serve Him with joy inexpressible because He has placed His desires on our hearts and His will on our minds.

--We never have to wonder what pleases Him in this new life in Christ.

2.  Witnessed by the Holy Spirit

--The Holy Spirit bears witness to the fact that we are indeed His children and that our lives have been sealed, set apart and guaranteed by the completion of His work of grace and His labor of love in giving us new life.

3.  Welcomed with joyful hearts and guilt-free consciences

--One of the greatest indications that we are in Christ as new creatures is the joy that is made complete when we remain in Him.

--The guilt we once knew has been replaced by relief and joy because sin can no longer hold us back and keep us in its power—Christ has overcome all of that once for all!

CONCLUSION:  God sees us better than we see ourselves.  He understands us better as well.

     When He saw that the only way for us to come to Him was for Him to first come for us, He sent His Son, Jesus Christ to enter our world and make a way for us to be brought back into a relationship with Him.

     What we could not see, or understand, in the eyes of Jesus Christ all those things were perfectly clear.  He knew that the only way for us to live was for Him to die in our place—to take our sin upon Himself and offer us the forgiveness and eternal life only He could give.

     Instead of spending yet another year looking at things your way and my way, ask this morning what Jesus sees that you don’t.  Ask Him to show you how to have life without fear…forgiveness with no more guilt…love and acceptance without all kinds of conditions.

     He asks you to come to Him and admit that you need to be forgiven for your sin…admit that you have never really trusted in Him alone…and ask Him to take the life you have messed up and give you the life He has made brand new for you.

     In His eyes, He sees just what you need.  Trust Him and believe that He will give it to you freely if you will ask Him. The Incarnate One came for you and me because He loves us…and to do the will of the Father who loves us.  What a privilege to trust such a gracious, loving Savior!
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