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WITH CONFIDENCE IN THE INCARNATE ONE

Hebrews 10:19-25

INTRODUCTION:  Are you having guests over to your house during the holidays?  As families travel, many of us will find ourselves with house guests for a couple of days or more over the next two weeks.  We usually love having them with us…but it does force us to give a second thought to our normal routines!

     Just having someone else in the house makes us consider how they will respond to what we normally do—so sometimes we alter what we do in order to make a more favorable impression on them.  That may result in getting up earlier so they won’t think we are lazy…cooking more instead of eating out…watching less television to impress them with how cultured we are…even going to church when we don’t normally go to have them think that is what we typically do.

     Having them there in the flesh makes a difference in what we do.  So what difference does it make to have Jesus Christ come to us in the flesh?  The “incarnation” is God through Jesus Christ becoming flesh and living with us.  What difference should that make?  What difference does that make?

THESIS: The confidence we gain through the Incarnate One here with us should transform the way we live—even though we do not actually see Him but know He is present with us.

     The coming of Christ into the world opens the doors to life the way He intended it to be lived.  Through Him, we are given confidence that we could never have any other way…confidence that He is with us, loves us, and accepts us as His own when we put our faith in Him.

I.  THE CONDITIONS OF OUR CONFIDENCE IN CHRIST

--In order to distinguish the ministry of Christ from mere human effort and attempts to “do good for God,” the author of Hebrews reminds us of all that has gone before with the words…

“Since therefore, brethren…

--Now that you have embraced the truth and life of Jesus Christ, you now have a confidence in Him…not based on yourselves!

 Misplaced confidence…
 …leads many to assume incorrectly that they can approach the Lord on their own terms—confident enough in themselves to dare to draw near the throne of Almighty God.

· They ignore His will and reject His word and insult His holiness by their insolent presumption to approach Him with the smell of sin still rising from them.

· They substitute their ideas of religious performance for His offer of sufficient grace through Christ and expect God to be satisfied with anything He gets from them.

--We can have confidence to approach the Lord God Almighty—but on His terms, not ours!

A.  SINCE WE CAN ENTER THE HOLY PLACE CONFIDENTLY

Hebrews 10:19-20   Since therefore, brethren, we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus,  20 by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His flesh,
1.  We enter by the Blood of Jesus

--“We have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus…”

--As He is the sacrificial Lamb, slain for our sins, we are confident that such a sacrifice—and only this sacrifice—is sufficient to cleanse us from the sin which renders us unworthy of Him.

2.  We enter by the Body of Jesus

--“by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His flesh…”

--Because of the Incarnation, we have been given access behind the curtain…through the veil into the holiest place where God’s presence is made known.

--The new and living way is “His flesh” because through the body of Jesus Christ a sacrifice was made which was perfect in every way—once for all, a way for our sin to be taken away and our place in His presence secured.

Note:  At the Lord’s Supper table, we enjoy genuine communion with God and with each other because of the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ.  We have confidence to approach Him because He Himself went before us and prepared the way for us to follow Him by faith.
     That is also why we ask people not to take the bread and the cup if they have not received Christ as Savior—doing so would be a brazen act of presumption, an act of unwarranted confidence to come to Him however we choose instead of in the manner He requires.

B.  SINCE WE CAN EMBRACE THE HIGH PRIEST CONFIDENTLY

Heb 10:21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God,
--Jesus Christ is personally appointed as High Priest “over the house of God.”

Heb 3:6 but Christ was faithful as a Son over His house whose house we are, if we hold fast our confidence and the boast of our hope firm until the end.
--We have such a High Priest who embraces all who come to Him by faith and believe in His name!

--He invites us and welcomes us to approach Him in the Holy Place through this glorious High Priest who show us the way…then shows us the glory, the place of majestic splendor…the hall of holy awe.

--When we see Him there as He is, and gaze upon His beauty and radiant splendor, such a vision of glory leaves us not only speechless…filled with matchless joy…struck with inexpressible thanksgiving—our lives can never be the same again!

Question:  Why do so many wander away from the church?  Why do so many abandon their commitment to Christ?  Either they never saw Him in His glory…or they have turned their eyes in the other direction for so long that they have shamefully forgotten!  May the children of the King never forget the reason for our confidence:  “The word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory…”
--Now that the author has established that our confidence in coming to Christ rests in Christ alone, what difference should that make in how we share life together as His people?

--On the condition that we have been with Jesus Christ, our conduct must now change…and our place in His community of followers must be transformed!

II.  OUR CONDUCT IN THE COMMUNITY OF CHRIST

--Once we have understood the impact of the incarnation on our relationship to the Lord, He calls us to demonstrate that understanding in very practical ways:

· Since we have confidence…

· Since we have a great high priest…



 Therefore…Let’s get on with it!!

--Three exhortations follow to shape our conduct and direct the course of our life together as the body of Christ:

· Let us draw near.

· Let us hold fast.

· Let us consider one another.

A.  LET US DRAW NEAR—COMMUNION WITH CHRIST

Heb 10:22 let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.

--We know that we can have confidence to enter the holy place where His presence fills the place with glory, we can draw near to Him and enjoy communion, fellowship, with Christ.

--But how do we draw near?

1.  With Sincerity

--“with a sincere heart…”

--There is no room for hypocrisy…nor is there room for infidelity—acting in an ungodly manner one moment and approaching Him in worship the next is insincere…treacherous…offensive and insulting to the merciful One.

2.  With Certainty

--“…in full assurance of faith…”

--The foundation for this certainly, this full assurance, is the perfect sufficiency of the work of Christ—as High Priest and Sacrificial Lamb.

3.  With Purity

--Pure Hearts – “having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience…”
--Pure Bodies – “and our bodies washed with pure water…”

--Through our communion with Christ and our confidence in Him, we have this purity…

--In the inner man—our thoughts, motives, attitudes, etc.

--In the outer man—the things we do, the way we act

--Therefore, on God’s terms, “Let us draw near” to Him who drew near to us through the Incarnation…when God became flesh and dwelt among us!

B.  LET US HOLD FAST—CONFESSION OF CHRIST

Heb 10:23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful;
--We hold fast, stubbornly refuse to let go, tenaciously cling to two unchangeable and secure anchors:

1.  Our Hope

--Hope that is confessed, proclaimed, believed…hope to shape our view of this world and the next—we hold fast to that hope in Christ.

--Our confidence is based upon the One who is our hope…and that by His generous grace, that we have hope that is unshakable.

Hymn: “The Solid Rock”

My hope is built on nothing less

Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness

I dare not trust the sweetest frame

But wholly lean on Jesus’ name.

2.  Our Promise

--“…For He who promised is faithful…”

--It is our promise only because it is the promise He has given us—He has given us His Word and nothing can ever change that, amend it, water it down or compromise it!

--“Without wavering” we hold fast because we know that this anchor for our souls will never give way.

ILLUS.  Literally, the word for “without wavering” means “never letting it bend down so as to droop.”
     The Statue of Liberty was constructed such that the torch in her hand is always held high as a statement of freedom—constructed in such a way that the torch of freedom never lowers or droops but is held high as a promise to all who come that they will find liberty on these shores.
     In the promises of God, there is a certain confidence that never wavers and never droops down—always trustworthy, never failing and so we hold on to our confidence in Christ and never worry about Him letting us down! 

--The promise never fails, not because of the strength of our belief but because of the faithfulness of His name!

C.  LET US STAY together—COMMUNITY THROUGH CHRIST

--Because of our Faith—let us draw near

--Because of our Hope—let us hold fast

--Because of our Love—let us…

Heb 10:24 and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds,
--Consider = “Pay thoughtful attention” to the ways we can stimulate one another

--With a confident faith and a steadfast hope, there has to be a stimulating, exciting love!!
  You can tell when…

1.  A Congregation is Disconnected from One Another

Heb 10:25 not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more, as you see the day drawing near.
a.  A Spirit of Isolation

ILLUS.  In the past, people did not know how to react when they discovered someone to be a leper.  They usually just isolated them from any contact with other people.  We have seen the same thing happen in our day with AIDS and only recently have we begun to figure out how to refrain from isolating those who have contracted this awful disease.
     Some people choose to isolate themselves from the society of God’s people.

A = Absence which causes isolation from the community of love in Christ

I = Inferiority which causes isolation because people with low self-esteem keep themselves at a distance from others for fear of rejection

D = Division which causes isolation as members of the body of Christ separate themselves from the very brothers and sisters with whom they will spend eternity

S = Selfishness which causes isolation as people become too preoccupied with themselves and their own wants and desires to be concerned about reaching out to others

--When you find yourself isolating yourself from the body of Christ and those who are members of it, you not only hurt yourself but damage others in the process.

b.  A Spirit of Neglect

--Out of careless neglect, the body is forsaken altogether by many…offered leftovers by many others…and treated with indifference by still others.

--There is no congregation of beloved brothers and sisters to share life with, to grow with, to find meaningful relationship with—all due to carelessly neglecting our assembling together with consistency and frequency.

ILLUS.  Polls across the US indicate that only about 40% say they had attended a church service the previous week.  That number has been called into question as it has been proven that people do not tell the truth about such things.  For example, 17% stated that they tithe, but giving data indicate only 3% actually do.  The best guess is that only 20% actually do attend a church service each week.
     Among those who have joined a church and made a commitment to be an active participant, the percentage still is reported at approximately 40%.  So it is apparent that there is a prevailing spirit of neglect among American Christians.

2.  A Congregation is Engaged with One Another

--The people belong, they care, they share life together when it’s good and bad…joyful and sorrowful…fruitful and barren.

--They are the incarnation of the body of Christ—living out His life together and engaged in relationships saturated with genuine love for one another.

--Another way to say it…they are the embodiment of all that it means to demonstrate the life of Jesus Christ by the way they live together as they each become more like Jesus.

 They are Partners in Encouragement!!

a.  Encouraged by Participation (with one another)

--How can we flesh out the relationship we have with Jesus Christ if we do not join together with one another?

--We cannot encourage one if we “forsake our own assembling together as is the habit of some.”

--If we believe in the Incarnation, we will live out the life of Christ among us by engaging in one another’s lives—coming together as the body of Christ—taking joy in the opportunities we have to share life together and looking forward to each time we get to assemble together!

b.  Encouraged by  Anticipation (of the coming day)

--Part of our times with one another serves as a reminder that these temporary gatherings are merely a slight taste of that eternal gathering around the throne of God.

--If we will not participate now, how shall we anticipate and prepare for that coming day which is indeed drawing near—the day when Christ shall come again to gather us as His people to be with Him forever?

--If we don’t like to do that now, what makes us think we will look forward with joyful anticipation to being together then?

--Our times together now are simply a “foretaste” of things to come—we must not forsake participating together if we hope to be anticipating together that coming day of Christ’s return!

c.  Encouraged by Stimulation (of one another)

--There are many others words used to translate paroxusmo\n:  stimulate, provoke, stir up one another, spur one another on to name but a few…all sharing the same idea of “sharpening” one another by “inciting” the kinds of actions that result in the desired effect.

--If we are not stimulated, or stirred up, by one another…if the coals of our love are not stirred into flame by the near presence of others, our love will grow cold…our good deeds will degenerate into self-serving demands.

--Something happens when we come into the presence of Christ and share life in the presence of others who love Him…our holy company together spurs us on to love and good deeds.

CONCLUSION:  How will our lives be different because of the Incarnation—when God became flesh and blood and lived a perfect and sinless life among us…gave up and sacrificed His life for us?

     We find ourselves with confident access to come into the presence of God.  But will we allow His presence to transform the way we live?

     If we adjust the way we live when guests are in our home, what makes more sense than that we will allow our way of life to be permanently changed by the presence of Christ…the pre-eminence of Christ…in our homes and in our lives?

     Ask yourself if your life is any different because of the nearness of Jesus Christ.  If you treat Him as an occasional guest, you may make some temporary changes when it suits you.  But if you understand what it means for Him to reside at all times with you—to live in the light of His glory all around you—to learn to love having Him around all the time—then the wonder of Christ’s coming near to you so that you can draw near to God will produce permanent change in your life!

     With that as the measuring point, would you say today that you have received the Savior who has come to draw near to you?  And would you say that you have now drawn near to Him?  If so, we make this promise to one another and to Him…

Let us draw near

Let us hold fast

Let us stay together

May nothing else capture our hearts more than this!  May we have godly confidence and holy boldness through our faith in Christ to know Him and live for Him!

     Would you respond by faith to His offer to draw near to you today?  He will not force His grace upon you, but He will offer it to you freely—will you believe…will you trust…will you put your faith in Jesus Christ, the Incarnate Son of the Most High God?
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