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THE ONE WHO DOESN’T GET IT

1 Peter 1:10-12

INTRODUCTION:  Don’t you hate to be the only one in the crowd who doesn’t get it?  When everyone else is in on something and you aren’t, it is easy to feel left out…and sometimes feel foolish as well!  If we don’t get the joke, that doesn’t really make that much difference, but what if others have discovered something of value and we don’t get it?

     Insider trading has become a matter of concern within the financial world because it can easily be abused as well-placed individuals get inside information about circumstances that puts them in a position to make far more money than uninformed investors.  Some investors make their living watching for trends in buying and selling so they can capitalize on those who appear to be “in the know.”  

ILLUS.  A 1954 movie with Audrey Hepburn and Humphrey Bogart called “Sabrina” illustrates how this can work.  Sabrina’s father was the chauffeur for Bogart’s character, Linus Larrabee, a multimillionaire.  Over the course of the years, driving Linus to work each morning, her father had listened and learned and invested on the basis of what his boss was doing and had saved a significant sum for someone in his position.  He learned to recognize what was valuable and invest in it.  In other words, “He got it” –while others were left to guess, he was in on something good!  [1995 version starred Julia Ormond and Harrison Ford]

     Who should be in on the inside scoop regarding things that matter on an eternal scale?  In other words, if you wanted to get the inside information about the Lord God and the purpose and meaning of life, where would you look?  There are three sources available for all of us, and not kept hidden in an inaccessible, secret place:  the prophets, the angels, and the scriptures.

THESIS: If the prophets and the angels longed to see and know Jesus Christ, how much more should we devote ourselves to seeking Him with our whole heart?

I.  THOSE WHO ARE IN ON THE VERY BEST INFORMATION MADE DILIGENT EFFORTS TO GAIN WHAT THEY VALUED.

A.  Prophets knew it was something extraordinary

1 Peter 1:10-12 As to this salvation, the prophets who prophesied of the grace that  would come to you made careful search and inquiry,  11 seeking to know what person or time the Spirit of Christ within them was indicating as He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories to follow.  12 It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves, but you, in these things which now have been announced to you through those who preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven — things into which angels long to look
1.  Prophets knew enough to know that seeking Him was worth whatever it took.

Hebrews 11:13   All these died in faith, without receiving the promises, but having seen them and having welcomed them from a distance, and having confessed that they were strangers and exiles on the earth.
Luke 10:24 for I say to you, that many prophets and kings wished to see the things which you see, and did not see them, and to hear the things which you hear, and did not hear them.”

2.  Prophets were not able to grasp…

· The merciful terms of the new covenant in the Messiah

--All they had known was the rigorous requirements and works of the Law so the idea that salvation could come by grace was a concept foreign to them…but so attractive and appealing that they sought to know more of the One who could deliver such a gift.

· The perfect fulfillment of the eternal promises in the Messiah

--So many promises had been made concerning the Messiah that they could not comprehend how they all could be fulfilled in One Person.

· The mysterious convergence of a Suffering Servant and a Sovereign King in the same Messiah

--How He could be both seemed mutually contradictory because they could not have foreseen a first coming as a baby in a manger who would become the Lamb on the cross—then a resurrection, ascension followed by a second coming as Sovereign King.

--So the prophets wrote of things they could not understand because they communicated only parts of the whole, but they knew enough to seek more, to see more and to hear more so that they might know the Christ who was to come!

B.  Angels knew it was something worth longing for

1 Peter 1:12  It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves, but you, in these things which now have been announced to you through those who preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven — things into which angels long to look
1.  As created beings, angels understood the infinite worth and holiness of the Creator, God Almighty.

--Around His throne, they worshiped and had done so without fail from the moment of their creation, so they knew that He was to be glorified forever and ever.

2.  As angels, they were not able to experience the profound redemption of fallen and finite humanity.

--How desperate and lost the fallen human race really was and is because they have no actual experience with which to compare their circumstances with ours.

--Therefore, when they witnessed the act of eternal love which prompted the Father to send the Son they loved and adored into a world which defied and rejected Him, they were not able to grasp how He could best be glorified in this astounding gift!

--They were not able to grasp…

· The exquisite relief that came from forgiveness for sin

· The gracious reconciliation that was offered to enemies of God

· The awakening revelation that opened blinded eyes to the glory of God

Luke 2:10-11 And the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy which shall be for all the people;  11 for today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord…Luke 2:13-14  And suddenly there appeared with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying,  14 “Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace among men with whom He is pleased.”
C.  Scriptures announce it is something of surpassing value

--Although the prophets did not have the capacity to piece it all together, the complete revelation in the Scriptures contained all the necessary information to see and receive Jesus Christ when He came in the fullness of time to fulfill all that had been written about Him.

--With the Holy Spirit as the author of all that was written, the only way to explain the consistency and focus of the message was to have Him bring these things to our understanding.

2Peter 1:20-21 But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation,  21 for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.
--On the road to Emmaus, Jesus showed how it all fit together as He explained it and opened the eyes of the two men who were among the first to see it all fit together!

Luke 24:27 And beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to them the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures.
--Paul reinforces the value of Scripture in opening our eyes to the surpassing value of knowing Jesus Christ.

Romans 15:4 For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, that through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.
--So the angels, the prophets and the Scriptures all are in on something that set the affections on that which matters more than anything else—seeking to know and live for Jesus Christ!

II.  WE WHO ARE BROUGHT IN ON THIS LIFE-CHANGING INFORMATION MUST INVEST OUR LIVES IN WHAT GOD VALUES.

--If prophets who heard, announced and recorded the words and will of God valued Jesus Christ, the angels in heaven longed for an opportunity to look upon Jesus Christ, and the scriptures declare the infinite worth of Jesus Christ, how can we not “get it?”

--Many people see it as something we can take or leave as we choose!  We just don’t get it, do we?

--What did they know that we don’t know?  Are we missing something if they counted it as more valuable than all else and we treat it as negligible information?

--What is it that we are “not getting?”

--For those in the know, in Jesus Christ they saw things about Him that compelled them to engage in the most diligent pursuit to discover more.

--In Christ, they saw and understood enough to make them hungry and thirsty for more of…

A.  HIS SOVEREIGN POWER

--This Messiah captivated them as the One who has all power to do all things and reign over the world He created without any fear of failure or frustration.

Hebrews 1:3b  He upholds all things by the word of His power…

--Who can behold absolute power and not be totally impressed?  Yet there are so many who refuse to believe He has that power and choose to think of Him as incapable when in reality nothing is impossible for Him (Luke 1:37).

--Isaiah declared, “…for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts.” (6:5)

B.  HIS RADIANT GLORY

--So brilliant and glorious is Christ that even the angels who dwell in the presence of such radiance are struck with awe by His glory.

Revelation 4:11 “Worthy art Thou, our Lord and our God, to receive glory and honor and power; for Thou didst create all things, and because of Thy will they existed, and were created.”

--People who have only known what it is to walk in darkness wake up to the possibilities of living forever in the splendor of God’s perfect light in Christ when they see His glory.

C.  HIS PERFECT HOLINESS

Isaiah 6:3 And one called out to another and said, “Holy, Holy, Holy, is the  LORD of hosts, The whole earth is full of His glory.”
--The prophet Isaiah saw the Lord and the angels declared that He is holy, a testimony to the perfect holiness of the One to come, the Messiah, Immanuel (7:14), Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace (9:6).

--Jesus Christ is the only perfect and holy One and the hearts of those who see that in Him cannot help but long for Him.

D.  HIS INFINITE WORTH

Revelation 5:12 saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing.”

--His worth is acknowledged and proclaimed by those who have seen Him, or even just glimpse of who He is, and His value surpasses everything that has been created.

Psalms 73:25-26   Whom have I in heaven but Thee? And besides Thee, I desire nothing on earth.  26 My flesh and my heart may fail, But God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.

Philippians 3:8 More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish in order that I may gain Christ,
E.  HIS SACRIFICIAL LOVE

Ephesians 5:2 and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you, and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma.
--Even though the angels could not fully realize the depth of the separation sin had created between God and the human race, they could see and understand in part how drastic it must have been when they saw that they only remedy was for the Son, Christ Jesus, to sacrifice His own life for sinners.

--Again, the prophets saw in part what it would cost the Father for our sin to be paid for by the long-awaited Messiah.

Isaiah 53:6 All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his own way; But the LORD has caused the iniquity of us all To fall on Him.
F.  HIS BOUNDLESS MERCY

Ephesians 2:4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,

--Because of the greatness of His mercy, the Father reached out to those He loved and chose gladly to extend mercy when judgment was deserved.

--How different from the Law which offered blessing to the obedient but curse and condemnation upon the disobedient!

--And so all who have seen in some small way what God intended through Jesus Christ long to no more and seek to no the One through whom such mercy is made available.

G.  HIS MATCHLESS GRACE

Ephesians 1:6-7 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.  7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace,

--For prophets familiar with the Law and angels familiar with the Perfect Presence of God, the very idea of grace must have presented a most amazing mystery.

--They could only imagine a Savior who would save His people in spite of their utter depravity and total unworthiness if only they would have faith in Jesus Christ.

--Who could He be and how could His name be ignored when He offered pardon and abundant life freely to all who would believe in His name?

--If they have seen all these things in Christ and were making a careful search and inquiry into whatever it took to know more…and if angels long to look into these things more and more…is it not possible that they get it—and we who have no such desires simply do not get it!!
--There should be such a longing awakened in us to see and hear more of Christ to the extent that we are ready to devote ourselves to live our lives for His sake, for His glory.

CONCLUSION:  If someone could promise you that they had the inside track on some sure-fire financial investment that would result in you making millions and you chose not to participate, some would think you just don’t get it!  Especially those who took action and invested in what those in the know guaranteed to be a winner.

     Yet we sit back and are content to let the prophets and the angels long for the Messiah they know about in part.  We allow them to diligently pursue more of Him while we are satisfied to tip our hats to Him occasionally but never with any intention of actually living for Him.

     I don’t know about you, but I do not want to be the only one who doesn’t get it when it comes to Jesus Christ!  As the billboards say, “Wise men still seek Him!”  With all that you know about Jesus Christ and all that the Scriptures tell us that we have not even bothered to find out, why be out of the loop regarding the life-changing truth about Jesus Christ?

     This morning, will you make a commitment to exceed the passionate pursuit of the prophets and angels in your longing for more of Him?  Will you press on and do more than just say you love Him and commit your life to Him…to love Him and live for Him in all things?
