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A Tale of Two Kingdoms
For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us,

so that through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures

we might have hope. (Romans 15:4)

I. Strangers in a Foreign Land

A. Citizens of Another Homeland
1. Exiled to Babylon after Nebuchadnezzar conquered the Kingdom of Judah (605 BC)
2.  Cyrus allowed the Jews to return (538 BC)
B. Pressured to Assimilate

1. Going along to get along with those in power.
2. Hard to be distinctively different 

3. Don’t we face that same struggle?  

C. Tempted to Lose Hope
1. God seemed invisible and out of reach.  
2. Don’t we also wrestle with the inscrutability of God’s ways?  
3. God may be silent, but HE IS NOT IDLE!

II. The Empire of Xerxes (Ahasuerus) 486-465 B.C.


A. Wealth and Excess
1. Xerxes ruled over the most powerful kingdom on earth, stretching from India to Ethiopia. 

2. He gave this extravagant party in order to display his wealth 

B. Power and Pettiness
1. Herodotus writes about Xerxes’ impatience, fiery temper,  and womanizing ways.


2. Esther 1:7-12.—What does the narrative reveal?


3. Queen Vashti’s refusal is particularly revealing;
III. The Kingdom of God


A. Great King



1. Sovereign – (Prov.21:1; Dan.4:35)


2. Wise and God – 

B. Rule of Mercy and Grace (Not Manipulation and Greed)


1. Life in its Fullness (Titus 3:4-7; Eph.2:1-9)


2. Offers a Banquet (Matt.26:29; Rev.19:9)
Conclusion: Who is your real king?  To whom is your heart committed?
