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My Evening Walk 

October 12, 2009

Beauty and the Two Kingdoms
Esther, Chapter 2

I. Beauty and the Beholder


A. Esther’s Beauty (Es.2:7-15)


1. She was lovely in form and feature


2. Esther won favor with all 



a. Charm and Grace




b. Compliance and Humility


B. Biblical Beauty 


1. Beauty of the Inner Self (1 Peter 3:3-4)
Your adornment must not be merely external—braiding the hair, and wearing gold jewelry, or putting on dresses; but let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the imperishable quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is precious in the sight of God. (NASB)


2. God looks at the heart (I Sam.16:7; Prov. 31:30)
a. The LORD does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.” (1 Sam.16:7)

b. Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; but a woman who fears the LORD is to be praised. (Prov.31:30)

C. Esther was not a “Daniel” 

1. Daniel, remember, was taken into exile from Israel and incorporated into a foreign empire.



2. Esther was living a secular lifestyle.





II. Each Kingdom and Its Ruler

A. The Kingdom of Xerxes, the Selfish Tyrant (Esther 2)


1. He owned his people



2. He used his people




a. Their bodies were at the king’s disposal




b. Life at the top offered glamorous, but superficial benefits

c. Is that not the cry of today, also?  “I’ve been used!”
B. The Kingdom of God, the Shepherd King (Ps.23:1


1. He owns His flock (1 Pet.2:9; 1 Cor. 6:20; John 10:11)



a. We are twice His.  .
b. He has a claim upon our lives. 

c. Here’s our dilemma: we often compromise before God, just as Esther did.  



2. God – out Good Shepherd – uses a rod and a staff to guide back to His fold.



a. Our choices have consequences (the rod of discipline)
b. His unconditional love and grace (the staff of rescue)
c. God is sovereign even over those sinful choices and wasted opportunities. Past failures do not write us out of a significant part in God’s script for the future.” Iain M. Duiguid



3. God’s providential hand is always at work (Eph.1:11)
a. “God has a purpose in all that He does in this world and he providentially governs or directs all things in order that they accomplish his purposes.“  Wayne Grudem



b. Jesus, our tender Shepherd, calls us to follow Him through all our trials
.
