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The Adversary and the Two Kingdoms
Esther, Chapter 3
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor of God
 so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. For our struggle is
 not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against
 the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. (Eph.6:10-13)

I. The Destroyer 

A. Haman’s Plan to Annihilate the Jews (Esther 3:6)


1. He was enraged by Mordecai’s refusal to bow before him
2.  To carry out such a holocaust in the Persian Empire, Haman needed the compliance of the King.

B. Satan’s Desire to Destroy Believers’ Lives 
Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. (1 Peter 5:8)



1. Why? He hates God and His people
2. Satan will try to use suffering to distract, discourage, and divert believers.  He will make you impatient with God and the trials He’s assigned to you.


3. The reasons we suffer:




a. Corrupted world: death, sickness, natural disaster, sin 



b. Consequences of our own sin

c. Discipline of Heavenly Father. 



d. Satan’s direct attacks upon God’s people  

C. The Believer’s Defense:  The Imparted Grace of God

Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. 9But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness”. (2 Cor.12:8-9)


1. God’s grace is His provision for your need in suffering



2. How to battle impatience with God’s will for you:

II. The Deceiver


A. Haman used Lies to Slander the Jews



* Notice the technique: distortion, half-truths, and outright lies

B. Satan uses Lies to Accomplish His Purposes

1. He is the Father of lies. (John 8:44)  

2. “God accomplishes His work on earth through truth. Satan   accomplishes his purposes through lies.”  (Warren Wiersbe)

3. Satan’s target is your mind


C. The Believer’s Defense: The Word of God

 
1. Gird yourself with the truth of God (Eph.6:14)
2. Read and study God’s word.  Memorize it. Meditate on it.  Use it and obey it.  “The law from your mouth is more precious to me than thousands of pieces of silver and gold.” Ps.119:72)

III. The Accuser


A. Haman took His Indictment of the Jews to the Persian Throne



 * He knew he could appeal to Xerxes self-interest


B. Satan takes His Accusations to the Heavenly Throne 

1. “When Satan talks to you about God, he lies. But when he talks to God about you he sometimes tells the truth!”  (Warren Wiersbe)  
2. Satan targets your heart and conscience.  


C. The Believer’s Defense: The Righteous Son of God 
My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin.  But if anybody does sin, we have on who speaks to the Father in our defense – Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. (1 John 2:1)

1. God has more reason to sign an edict against us for our destruction than Xerxes had against the Jews!  

2. What has our Heavenly King done instead of signing us over to death? 

3. Here is more astounding evidence of Christ’s defense of His own!  Our 
resurrected Savior intercedes for us before the throne of God. 



a. He provides grace when we are tempted



b. He advocates for us sinners before the throne of God


c. Unconfessed sin in our lives is a foothold for Satan
IV. Conclusion: The Battle Will Rage, but the Victory is Assured!  (Jn.16:33)
