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My Evening Walk

January 18, 2010

Pride: Examining Its Dangers before God, the Great King
Esther, Chapter 6

I.  The Providence of God 

A. His Invisible, Orchestrating Hand


B. His Powerful, Sovereign Hand



1. God will accomplish His will and keep His promises (Gen.12:3)


2. God will deliver His people 
II. The Dangers of Pride


A. God’s Hatred of It. 

1.  The LORD detests all the proud of heart.




Be sure of this: They will not go unpunished. (Prov. 16:5)
2. Our society would ask, “Why?”  

3. Pride is ultimately anti-God (Deut.8:7-19)



4. Lessons from Haman (Esther 6:13; Pr.16:18, 29:23)

B. Our Need to Uncover It



1. Its breeding ground



a. Wealth and possessions (Ezk.28:5)



b. Accomplishments and success (2 Chr.25:19)




c. Prestige and fame (2 Chr.26:15-16)




d. Physical beauty (Ezk.28:17)




e. Talents and abilities (Deut.8:17)




f. Piety and religiosity (Lk.18:9-14) 



2. Its warning signals




a. A fitful prayer life



b. Taking credit for success, accomplishments, prosperity
c. An inability to laugh at your mistakes and/or a defensive reaction to criticism 

d. An angry or bitter spirit
e. A critical spirit 



f. An impatient spirit with waiting, listening, serving, being anonymous 


C. Ways to Combat It


1. Ask God to make you unimpressed with accomplishments and position.



2. Tell God you are willing to serve in humble and invisible places.
3. Follow God in ministry ventures that stretch you.
4. Don’t do anything to make yourself appear better than you are AND don’t let others praise you inappropriately.  
5. Ask God to humble you daily. 

6. Seek Jesus and worship Him daily 
III. The True Man of Honor 

A.  Jesus’ Trip through the City Square

B. Jesus’ Name Matters Most 
1. How can we be slow to praise Him for His grace and mercy?  How do we dare usurp the praise He deserves for any good that He accomplishes through us?
2. How can we be slow to trust in God’s providence?  
